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Abstract

Early migration and developmental linkages demonstrated development optimism in the 1950s and
1960s, but after that change, an institutionalist approach with a gloomy outlook predominated in the
1970s and 1980s. Migrants add to the host nation's human capital pool because they bring skills and
capacities.Both domestically and internationally, migration affects every state in India. People of the hills
in Uttarakhand are migrating towards the cities, it is one of the major concerns for the existence of the
villages of Uttarakhand. The paper aims at the impact on the education economy in the Uttarakhand state

of India.
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Introduction

The link between migration and development is
now seen from a different angle. Early migration
and developmental linkages demonstrated
development optimism in the 1950s and 1960s,
but after that change, an institutionalist approach
with a gloomy outlook predominated in the
1970s and 1980s. However, under a larger
evolutionary paradigm throughout the 1990s, the
trend shifted away from institutionalist concept
and toward lifestyle approaches.

Later in the 2000s migration became a common
practice and was studied largely to understand
the economical impact and aspects of migration
(de Haas 2008). According to Todaro (1969), who
is credited with developing the individualistic
perspective on migration, and Stark (1980,
1991), who extended this perspective to include
households, migration is primarily an economic
event with favorable outcomes.

Numerous studies demonstrate how social,
historical, and market factors drive migration
and how it affects the economies of both migrant
and receiving nations. Migrants add to the host
nation's human capital pool because they bring
skills and capacities. Evidence from the United

States demonstrates that talented immigrants
help the nation's technical advancement and
innovation and development.

The main drivers of migration in the current
environment are work and the need for access
to improved education. People, especially skilled
individuals, migrate from undeveloped and
emerging regions to developed ones due to
improved career and educational possibilities,
making migration the primary issue in poor
nations. India is a nation most impacted by this
issue. Although it has a rapidly expanding
economy and a population that is educated and
capable, other nations regrettably gain from the
brilliance of Indian youngsters. Both domestically
and internationally, migration affects every state
in India.

Migration and its Impact on Education in
Uttarakhand

On 9 November 2000, Uttarakhand became the
27th State of the Republic of India. The state is
rich in flora and fauna and hence has extensive
rich environmental resources. However, due to
the absence of ease of mobility, access to
education in the hilly regions, limited job
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opportunities, the youth of the state is migrating
to other states.

People of the hills in Uttarakhand are migrating
towards the cities, it is one of the major concerns
for the existence of the villages of Uttarakhand.
There are villages where once societies resided
that are now abandoned. According to a survey
by Uttarakhand Migration Commission (2016-
17) 968 villages have been declared “Ghost
Villages” (Jha, 2015). These villages have been
completely abandoned by the natives of the area.
Now these villages are struggling for their
existence.

A report claims that more than 5 lakh locals have
left Uttarakhand in the past ten years, coming
from 6,338 village panchayats. Of these, 1.18 lakh
have left the state permanently, vowing never to
come back, while 3.83 have left in search of
employment and a better life and frequently
return to the hill state where they were born. As
a result, in many villages in Uttarakhand's hill
districts, one may find a lot of locked and
abandoned homes as well as desolate stretches of
once-cultivated land.

A government study states that there are no
pupils attending 748 schools in Almora and Pauri.
More than 200 of these schools have documented
the highest levels of forced migration since the
state's creation in 2000 (Sharma, 2018).
Regarding the plight of education, studies reveal
that compared to secondary educational
institutions, the number of students enrolling in
higher education institutions is quite small. From
2010 to 2015, it was discovered that the number
of students enrolled in each college was
declining. In 2010-2011, it was 1431, while in
2014-2015, it was just 1016. However, it was
also noted that from 2010 to 2015, the number of
colleges expanded by 41%. The number of
students in these educational institutions has not
grown despite an increase in the number of
institutions (Pandey, 2017).

The study further outlines the poor state of
education in the hilly regions of Uttarakhand,
primarily due to poor infrastructure, low quality
of education and job opportunities. The data in a
report reveals that there are about 100
government non-technical colleges in the state of
Uttarakhand, however many of them have fewer
than 100 students enrolled. Lack of adequate
infrastructure is one of the main causes of this

low enrolment rate. Out of 100 schools, only 48
have their own buildings, 26 are being
construction, 9 have only land, and the other
institutions lack both buildings and land.

Another major aspect of migration and poor
education system in the hilly regions in the state
is the low per capita income of the people
residing in hilly regions. Despite becoming one of
the Indian states with the quickest growth rates,
this migration still occurs. The GSDP of the state
has increased by approximately 10 times.
However, the increase has been uneven.
Uttarakhand's hill region's per capita income is
around half that of the lowlands. The percentage
of households with at least one immigrant was
34% in the hill districts compared to 5% in the
plain regions. Evidently, compared to hill regions,
plain districts have a far lower migration rate
(Joshi, 2022).

Uttarakhand is mostly comprised of hilly regions
and so the lowering per capita income for people
residing in the hills adversely impacts both the
social and economical aspects of education in the
region. The education economy in the state is
highly dependent on the plain regions of the
state, while the schools and colleges in the hills
are often abandoned with limited classes and
poor facilities and education pedagogy.

The below table gives an insight into the
“Segregation of people who Migrate - Youth, Mid-
age people having families, Senior retired
persons”, published by the Government of
Uttarakhand (2019).

Table 1.1:District and Age wise Migration Status from gram panchayats (in Percentage)

District less than 25 years 26 to 35 years old more than 35 years of
age

Uttarkashi 30.68 36.56 3277
Chamoli 26.71 43.49 29.79
Rudraprayag 2897 41.83 29.2

Tehri Garhwal 29.26 40.92 29.82
Dehradun 38.41 34.47 27.12
Pauri Garhwal 29.23 41.67 29.1

Pithoragarh 2832 42.58 29.1

Bageshwar 33.92 42.1 2397
Almora 29.19 42.22 28.59
Champawat 2523 45.49 29.29
Nainital 29.48 44.57 2596

Udham Singh Nagar 16.66 43.34 40

Haridwar 13.99 52.79 3322

Source:
https://spc.uk.gov.in/departmentl /document/
documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
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The table displays the maximum percentage
migration in all districts for the 26 to 35 age
range.

The average proportion of migrants in the state
between the ages of 26 and 35 is 42.25, making
up the state's young.

The report further reveals the reasons for
migration as given in Table below.
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Uttarkashi 41.77 6.04 1744 | 229 | 7.14 21 4.04 19.17
Chamoli 493 10.83 1973 | 493 | 473 2351 3.09 4.87
Rudraprayag | 52.9 8.64 1567 | 443 | 427 3.26 511 5.72
Tehri Garhwal | 53.43 7.84 1824 | 3.07 | 617 247 4.26 5.52
Dehradun 56.13 6.33 12.5 12 2.08 14 1.65 18.7
Pauri Garhwal | 52.58 1126 | 1578 | 3.03 | 535 233 627 3
Pithoragarh | 42.81 10.13 1952 | 497 | 4.66 236 4.08 11.48
Bageshwar 41.39 9.09 1449 | 432 | 218 145 342 23.65
Almora 47.78 8.61 1175 | 381 | 837 2.68 10.99 6.02
Champawat 549 6.67 1024 | 546 | 631 43 6.65 546
Nainital 537 7.79 1037 | 496 | 4.9 21 6.38 9.76
Udham Singh 6o 63 | 427 | 352 |06 | 038 | 54 | 26 | 176
Nagar
Haridwar 76.6 1.62 273 | 005 | 0.64 1.69 0.82 15.85
Table 1.2: Interim Report on the status of migration in gram panchavats of Uttarakhand.
Source:

https://spc.uk.gov.in/departmentl /document/
documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf

The majority of those who moved, or 50.16
percent of the total, did so for job reasons in the
state. With a contribution of 15.21%, education
ranked in second place among the reasons for
migration.

Hence, the above data reveals that the youth in
Uttarakhand migrates due to two primary
reasons of employment and education. The lack
of education in the state also lead to the
deteriorating education economy in the state
which is discussed further in the paper.

Impact of Migration on education economy

Regarding academic and educational expenditure
and expense management, Uttarakhand has been
doing really well. Since the State's founding, its
educational standards have been higher than the
norm for the country. A thorough evaluation of
the State's education finance system is required
since the State still has to develop strategic
capital projects in the sector to go further. In this
regard, the NCAER-prepared ESA for

Uttarakhand identifies the essential elements of
financial flows in the education domain, including
funding units, production units, educational
levels, operations, and financial activities.
According to this estimate, the State spends a
total of Rs. 14,758 crores on education, of which
families and the government are responsible for
20% and 576.6%, respectively, while private
organizations are responsible for the remainder
amount. 19.9% of the entire state treasury and
6.6% of the state's GDP are allocated to
education, respectively (National Council of
Applied Economic Research, 2022).

Economy of Education in Hills: Rural and
Urban disparity due to Migration

According to statistics from the UKHDR Survey,
the percentage of household spending on
education was around 10.7%. In comparison to
rural families (9.6%), this percentage was greater
for wurban households (14%). There are
variations in the same among districts and when
rural and urban areas are separated.
Rudraprayag (12.9%) and the hills district of
Almora (14.3%) had the greatest ratio of
household education spending to total spending,
while Chamoli (12.9%) had the lowest (5.7
percent). With the exception of Nainital and
Udham Singh Nagar, every district had a greater
portion of urban than rural families.

Additionally, each student's home spent Rs
800.47 per month for schooling. In comparison to
rural regions, urban areas spent significantly
more on education (Rs. 1238.51) than did rural
areas (Rs. 670.27). Six of Uttarakhand's thirteen
districts ~ showed  household  education
expenditure over the state average of Rs. 670.27
per month in rural regions, and the remaining
districts recorded household expenditures above
the state average of Rs. 1238.51 every month in
urban areas.

The UKHDR Survey further reveals that “60% of
the children received books, 45.5 percent
received school uniforms, 47.1 percent received
mid-day meals, and 16 percent received
scholarships in terms of government aid such as
free books, school uniforms, mid-day meals,
bikes, and scholarships, etc.”.

At the granular level, Pithoragarh (55.1%) and
Chamoli (76.6%) had the largest and lowest
percentages of pupils receiving free books,
respectively. Additionally, Chamoli had the
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largest percentage of kids who received free
uniforms (64.4%), while Haridwar had the
lowest percentage (35.4 percent). Almora had the
largest percentage of such students (37.3%)
while Pauri Garhwal had the lowest percentage of
those who attended government schools (5.9
percent). Champawat (72.6%) and Udham Singh
Nagar (70.6%) had the highest percentages of
school-going children utilizing midday meals, a
crucial factor in increasing school engagement
(29.5 percent).

The All India Education Survey (2017) shows that
there has been an improvement in the school
infrastructure and facilities in various parts of the
state. Owing to the SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA),
there have been some improvements in terms of
the drinking water and mid-day meal facilities,
however, there is still room of massive
investment and improvements. According to the
NCERT's 2017 Uttarakhand State Learning
Report, 17% of instructors indicated that the
school lacked enough drinking water. Teachers
claimed that 16% of the restrooms in the school
were lacking, and 14% said the same about the
power. As a result, there are infrastructural gaps
that must be filled for the state's schools to
operate efficiently.

While the state of primary education has room
for immense investment in the rural areas, the
scenario for higher education economy is even
worse. As of Budget 2020-21, the funding for
primary and secondary education is 3,131 crore
rupees and 4,737 crore rupees, respectively.
Higher education has been given 620 crore
rupees (PRS Legislative Research, 2022).

By 2022, all state government colleges will have
buildings under development, thanks to
government oversight. The pay for university
guest lecturers would rise from Rs 25,000 to Rs
35,000. The Mukhyamantri Shikshuta Yojana will
launch in order to teach new skills in many
industries. To encourage self-employment and
stop migration out of the state, the
Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana and
Mukhyamantri Palayan Roktham Yojana will be
launched.

The graph (PRS Legislative Research, 2022)
below compares the amount spent on education
in Uttarakhand as a percentage of the state's
overall spending (revenue expenditure plus
capital outlay) on all sectors. According to 29

states' budget projections for 2019-20, the
average for the sector is the average spending in
that industry by those 29 states.

In 2020-21, 189 percent of Uttarakhand's
budget will go toward education. This is more
than the average state budget for education (15.9 4
percent) (using 2019-20 BE).

Spending on education as a % of
total expenditure
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Source: PRS Legislative Research, 2022

The above data shows that the government is
spending more than the average state budget on
education to improve the depleting education
standards in the state which are a result of the
migrating population from the rural hilly regions.

Conclusion

The paper concludes that with the rise in
migration in Uttarakhand the standard of
education in the rural areas has become a matter
of grave concern. The per capita income of people
in the hilly regions of Uttarakhand is extremely
low which further leads to migration and hence
poor education in these regions with limited
resources. The government of Uttarakhand has
increased its budget allocation for education in
rural areas to curb the migration and increase
employment opportunities in the region. The
education budget will be allocated to reskilling,
upskilling of youth in the rural regions,
infrastructure development and other such
developmental activities to curb the migration in
the state. With a contribution of 15.21%,
education ranked in second place among the
reasons for migration, the state government is
investing heavily to improve the education
infrastructure in the state.
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