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Abstract 

Early migration and developmental linkages demonstrated development optimism in the 1950s and 
1960s, but after that change, an institutionalist approach with a gloomy outlook predominated in the 
1970s and 1980s. Migrants add to the host nation's human capital pool because they bring skills and 
capacities.Both domestically and internationally, migration affects every state in India. People of the hills 
in Uttarakhand are migrating towards the cities, it is one of the major concerns for the existence of the 
villages of Uttarakhand. The paper aims at the impact on the education economy in the Uttarakhand state 
of India. 
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Introduction 

The link between migration and development is 
now seen from a different angle. Early migration 
and developmental linkages demonstrated 
development optimism in the 1950s and 1960s, 
but after that change, an institutionalist approach 
with a gloomy outlook predominated in the 
1970s and 1980s. However, under a larger 
evolutionary paradigm throughout the 1990s, the 
trend shifted away from institutionalist concept 
and toward lifestyle approaches. 

Later in the 2000s migration became a common 
practice and was studied largely to understand 
the economical impact and aspects of migration 
(de Haas 2008). According to Todaro (1969), who 
is credited with developing the individualistic 
perspective on migration, and Stark (1980, 
1991), who extended this perspective to include 
households, migration is primarily an economic 
event with favorable outcomes. 

Numerous studies demonstrate how social, 
historical, and market factors drive migration 
and how it affects the economies of both migrant 
and receiving nations. Migrants add to the host 
nation's human capital pool because they bring 
skills and capacities. Evidence from the United 

States demonstrates that talented immigrants 
help the nation's technical advancement and 
innovation and development. 

The main drivers of migration in the current 
environment are work and the need for access 
to improved education. People, especially skilled 
individuals, migrate from undeveloped and 
emerging regions to developed ones due to 
improved career and educational possibilities, 
making migration the primary issue in poor 
nations. India is a nation most impacted by this 
issue. Although it has a rapidly expanding 
economy and a population that is educated and 
capable, other nations regrettably gain from the 
brilliance of Indian youngsters. Both domestically 
and internationally, migration affects every state 
in India.  

Migration and its Impact on Education in 
Uttarakhand 

On 9 November 2000, Uttarakhand became the 
27th State of the Republic of India. The state is 
rich in flora and fauna and hence has extensive 
rich environmental resources. However, due to 
the absence of ease of mobility, access to 
education in the hilly regions, limited job 
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opportunities, the youth of the state is migrating 
to other states.  

People of the hills in Uttarakhand are migrating 
towards the cities, it is one of the major concerns 
for the existence of the villages of Uttarakhand. 
There are villages where once societies resided 
that are now abandoned. According to a survey 
by Uttarakhand Migration Commission (2016-
17) 968 villages have been declared “Ghost 
Villages” (Jha, 2015). These villages have been 
completely abandoned by the natives of the area. 
Now these villages are struggling for their 
existence. 

A report claims that more than 5 lakh locals have 
left Uttarakhand in the past ten years, coming 
from 6,338 village panchayats. Of these, 1.18 lakh 
have left the state permanently, vowing never to 
come back, while 3.83 have left in search of 
employment and a better life and frequently 
return to the hill state where they were born. As 
a result, in many villages in Uttarakhand's hill 
districts, one may find a lot of locked and 
abandoned homes as well as desolate stretches of 
once-cultivated land. 

A government study states that there are no 
pupils attending 748 schools in Almora and Pauri. 
More than 200 of these schools have documented 
the highest levels of forced migration since the 
state's creation in 2000 (Sharma, 2018). 
Regarding the plight of education, studies reveal 
that compared to secondary educational 
institutions, the number of students enrolling in 
higher education institutions is quite small. From 
2010 to 2015, it was discovered that the number 
of students enrolled in each college was 
declining. In 2010–2011, it was 1431, while in 
2014–2015, it was just 1016. However, it was 
also noted that from 2010 to 2015, the number of 
colleges expanded by 41%. The number of 
students in these educational institutions has not 
grown despite an increase in the number of 
institutions (Pandey, 2017).  

The study further outlines the poor state of 
education in the hilly regions of Uttarakhand, 
primarily due to poor infrastructure, low quality 
of education and job opportunities. The data in a 
report reveals that there are about 100 
government non-technical colleges in the state of 
Uttarakhand, however many of them have fewer 
than 100 students enrolled. Lack of adequate 
infrastructure is one of the main causes of this 

low enrolment rate. Out of 100 schools, only 48 
have their own buildings, 26 are being 
construction, 9 have only land, and the other 
institutions lack both buildings and land. 

Another major aspect of migration and poor 
education system in the hilly regions in the state 
is the low per capita income of the people 
residing in hilly regions. Despite becoming one of 
the Indian states with the quickest growth rates, 
this migration still occurs. The GSDP of the state 
has increased by approximately 10 times. 
However, the increase has been uneven. 
Uttarakhand's hill region's per capita income is 
around half that of the lowlands. The percentage 
of households with at least one immigrant was 
34% in the hill districts compared to 5% in the 
plain regions. Evidently, compared to hill regions, 
plain districts have a far lower migration rate 
(Joshi, 2022). 

Uttarakhand is mostly comprised of hilly regions 
and so the lowering per capita income for people 
residing in the hills adversely impacts both the 
social and economical aspects of education in the 
region. The education economy in the state is 
highly dependent on the plain regions of the 
state, while the schools and colleges in the hills 
are often abandoned with limited classes and 
poor facilities and education pedagogy.  

The below table gives an insight into the 
“Segregation of people who Migrate – Youth, Mid-
age people having families, Senior retired 
persons”, published by the Government of 
Uttarakhand (2019). 

 

Source: 
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/
documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf  

https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
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The table displays the maximum percentage 
migration in all districts for the 26 to 35 age 
range. 

The average proportion of migrants in the state 
between the ages of 26 and 35 is 42.25, making 
up the state's young. 

The report further reveals the reasons for 
migration as given in Table below.  

  

Source: 
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/
documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf  

The majority of those who moved, or 50.16 
percent of the total, did so for job reasons in the 
state. With a contribution of 15.21%, education 
ranked in second place among the reasons for 
migration. 

Hence, the above data reveals that the youth in 
Uttarakhand migrates due to two primary 
reasons of employment and education. The lack 
of education in the state also lead to the 
deteriorating education economy in the state 
which is discussed further in the paper.  

Impact of Migration on education economy 

Regarding academic and educational expenditure 
and expense management, Uttarakhand has been 
doing really well. Since the State's founding, its 
educational standards have been higher than the 
norm for the country. A thorough evaluation of 
the State's education finance system is required 
since the State still has to develop strategic 
capital projects in the sector to go further. In this 
regard, the NCAER-prepared ESA for 

Uttarakhand identifies the essential elements of 
financial flows in the education domain, including 
funding units, production units, educational 
levels, operations, and financial activities. 
According to this estimate, the State spends a 
total of Rs. 14,758 crores on education, of which 
families and the government are responsible for 
20% and 576.6%, respectively, while private 
organizations are responsible for the remainder 
amount. 19.9% of the entire state treasury and 
6.6% of the state's GDP are allocated to 
education, respectively (National Council of 
Applied Economic Research, 2022). 

Economy of Education in Hills: Rural and 
Urban disparity due to Migration 

According to statistics from the UKHDR Survey, 
the percentage of household spending on 
education was around 10.7%. In comparison to 
rural families (9.6%), this percentage was greater 
for urban households (14%). There are 
variations in the same among districts and when 
rural and urban areas are separated. 
Rudraprayag (12.9%) and the hills district of 
Almora (14.3%) had the greatest ratio of 
household education spending to total spending, 
while Chamoli (12.9%) had the lowest (5.7 
percent). With the exception of Nainital and 
Udham Singh Nagar, every district had a greater 
portion of urban than rural families. 

Additionally, each student's home spent Rs 
800.47 per month for schooling. In comparison to 
rural regions, urban areas spent significantly 
more on education (Rs. 1238.51) than did rural 
areas (Rs. 670.27). Six of Uttarakhand's thirteen 
districts showed household education 
expenditure over the state average of Rs. 670.27 
per month in rural regions, and the remaining 
districts recorded household expenditures above 
the state average of Rs. 1238.51 every month in 
urban areas. 

The UKHDR Survey further reveals that “60% of 
the children received books, 45.5 percent 
received school uniforms, 47.1 percent received 
mid-day meals, and 16 percent received 
scholarships in terms of government aid such as 
free books, school uniforms, mid-day meals, 
bikes, and scholarships, etc.” .  

At the granular level, Pithoragarh (55.1%) and 
Chamoli (76.6%) had the largest and lowest 
percentages of pupils receiving free books, 
respectively. Additionally, Chamoli had the 

https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
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largest percentage of kids who received free 
uniforms (64.4%), while Haridwar had the 
lowest percentage (35.4 percent). Almora had the 
largest percentage of such students (37.3%) 
while Pauri Garhwal had the lowest percentage of 
those who attended government schools (5.9 
percent). Champawat (72.6%) and Udham Singh 
Nagar (70.6%) had the highest percentages of 
school-going children utilizing midday meals, a 
crucial factor in increasing school engagement 
(29.5 percent). 

The All India Education Survey (2017) shows that 
there has been an improvement in the school 
infrastructure and facilities in various parts of the 
state. Owing to the SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA), 
there have been some improvements in terms of 
the drinking water and mid-day meal facilities, 
however, there is still room of massive 
investment and improvements. According to the 
NCERT's 2017 Uttarakhand State Learning 
Report, 17% of instructors indicated that the 
school lacked enough drinking water. Teachers 
claimed that 16% of the restrooms in the school 
were lacking, and 14% said the same about the 
power. As a result, there are infrastructural gaps 
that must be filled for the state's schools to 
operate efficiently. 

While the state of primary education has room 
for immense investment in the rural areas, the 
scenario for higher education economy is even 
worse. As of Budget 2020-21, the funding for 
primary and secondary education is 3,131 crore 
rupees and 4,737 crore rupees, respectively. 
Higher education has been given 620 crore 
rupees (PRS Legislative Research, 2022). 

By 2022, all state government colleges will have 
buildings under development, thanks to 
government oversight. The pay for university 
guest lecturers would rise from Rs 25,000 to Rs 
35,000. The Mukhyamantri Shikshuta Yojana will 
launch in order to teach new skills in many 
industries. To encourage self-employment and 
stop migration out of the state, the 
Mukhyamantri Swarojgar Yojana and 
Mukhyamantri Palayan Roktham Yojana will be 
launched. 

The graph (PRS Legislative Research, 2022) 
below compares the amount spent on education 
in Uttarakhand as a percentage of the state's 
overall spending (revenue expenditure plus 
capital outlay) on all sectors. According to 29 

states' budget projections for 2019–20, the 
average for the sector is the average spending in 
that industry by those 29 states. 

In 2020–21, 18.9 percent of Uttarakhand's 
budget will go toward education. This is more 
than the average state budget for education (15.9 
percent) (using 2019-20 BE). 

 

Source: PRS Legislative Research, 2022 

The above data shows that the government is 
spending more than the average state budget on 
education to improve the depleting education 
standards in the state which are a result of the 
migrating population from the rural hilly regions.  

Conclusion 

The paper concludes that with the rise in 
migration in Uttarakhand the standard of 
education in the rural areas has become a matter 
of grave concern. The per capita income of people 
in the hilly regions of Uttarakhand is extremely 
low which further leads to migration and hence 
poor education in these regions with limited 
resources. The government of Uttarakhand has 
increased its budget allocation for education in 
rural areas to curb the migration and increase 
employment opportunities in the region. The 
education budget will be allocated to reskilling, 
upskilling of youth in the rural regions, 
infrastructure development and other such 
developmental activities to curb the migration in 
the state. With a contribution of 15.21%, 
education ranked in second place among the 
reasons for migration, the state government is 
investing heavily to improve the education 
infrastructure in the state.  

 



Neuro Quantology | September 2022 | Volume 20 | Issue 9 | Page 3962-3966 | doi: 10.14704/nq.2022.20.9.NQ44452 
Tulika Uniyal Verma. Dr. Divya Negi Ghai/ Migration from Rural to Urban areas and its impact on the education economy: Special Case 
reference to Uttarakhand 

 

5 

References 

de Haas, Hein. 2008. Migration and Development: 
A Theoretical Perspective. Working Papers, 
Paper 9, International Migration Institute, 
James Martin 21st Century School, 
University of Oxford.  

Government of Uttarakhand. 2019. Rural 
Development and Migration Commission, 
Uttarakhand, Pauri Garhwal: Analysis Of 
Schemes And Programmes In The Rural 
Development Sector And Recommendations 
For Strengthening The Rural Socio-Economy 
In Order To Mitigate Out-Migration. 
Available at 
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/docum
ent/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-
42.pdf  

Hunt, J (2010). Skilled immigrants contribution 
to innovation and Entrepreneurship in the 
US” open for business: Migrant 
entrepreneurship in OECD countries, OECD 
countries. 

Jha, M. 2015. Migration – The Ghost Villages. 
Available at 
https://www.euttarakhand.com/migration-
the-ghost-villages 

Joshi, Y. 2022. Calling children back: Is it possible 
to initiate reverse migration in Uttarakhand? 
Available at 
https://www.firstpost.com/opinion/calling
-children-back-is-it-possible-to-initiate-
reverse-migration-in-uttarakhand-
10760411.html 

National Council of Applied Economic Research. 
2022. Available at 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-
insight/economy/state-of-education-

health-tourism-in-uttarakhand-
101641477277131.html 

Pandey, M. 2017. Migration And Higher 
Education in Uttarakhand (Special Reference 
to Government Colleges). Pune Research 
Discovery: An International Journal of 
Advanced Studies. Available at 
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issu
es/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Utta
rakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%2
0institutions%20are%20also%20affected,s
earching%20better%20education%2C%20
which%20leads%20for%20better%20empl
oyment. 

PRS Legislative Research. 2022. Uttarakhand 
Budget Analysis 2020-21. Available at 
https://prsindia.org/budgets/states/uttara
khand-budget-analysis-2020-
21#:~:text=Rs%203%2C131%20crore%20
and%20Rs,been%20allocated%20towards
%20higher%20education. 

Sharma, A. 2018. Uttarakhand: This Techie Is 
Imparting Free Education to Kids in His 
Migration-Hit Village. The Logical Indian. 
Available at 
https://thelogicalindian.com/exclusive/utt
arakhand-this-techie-is-imparting-free-
education-to-kids-in-his-migration-hit-
village 

Stark, Oded. 1980. On the Role of Urban-Rural 
Remittances in Rural Development. The 
Journal of Development Studies 16 (3): 324–
341. 

Todaro, M.P. 1969. A Model of Labour Migration 
and Urban Unemployment in Less 
Developing Countries. The American 
Economic Review 59 (1): 138–148. 

 

https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
https://spc.uk.gov.in/department1/document/documentEng-21-10-2021-09-06-42.pdf
https://www.euttarakhand.com/migration-the-ghost-villages
https://www.euttarakhand.com/migration-the-ghost-villages
https://www.firstpost.com/opinion/calling-children-back-is-it-possible-to-initiate-reverse-migration-in-uttarakhand-10760411.html
https://www.firstpost.com/opinion/calling-children-back-is-it-possible-to-initiate-reverse-migration-in-uttarakhand-10760411.html
https://www.firstpost.com/opinion/calling-children-back-is-it-possible-to-initiate-reverse-migration-in-uttarakhand-10760411.html
https://www.firstpost.com/opinion/calling-children-back-is-it-possible-to-initiate-reverse-migration-in-uttarakhand-10760411.html
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment
http://puneresearch.com/media/data/issues/5a06a07403f6e.pdf#:~:text=In%20Uttarakhand%2C%20higher%20educational%20institutions%20are%20also%20affected,searching%20better%20education%2C%20which%20leads%20for%20better%20employment

