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Abstract:

Nadine Gordimer is the most profound figure of postmodern world. The study ecological
estrangement describes a significant separation from the original environmental state. It is
characterized by a sensation of isolation or alienation from the natural world or ecological systems.
After Colonisation, the Colonial powers frequently enacted policies that led in the forcible removal of
people from their native territories. Nadine Gordimer, who grew up in a dreary environment, presents a
model of the interaction between human and nature. Her fiction The Conservationist, shows that
ecological concerns are a major part of both the nonhuman and the human lives. The paper highlights
the relationship in the binary oppositions of nature or culture and nature or human and these concepts
are incarnated in her fiction. The paper discusses the importance of preserving and saving the
environment and calling for a less threatened ecological order.
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Nadine Gordimer, a South African
writer and Nobel Prize laureate in Literature
(1991), is best recognized for her work on the
sociopolitical challenges of apartheid in South
Africa. While her primary focus is on human
rights, racial inequality, and political activity,
her writings also address ecological issues
within the context of the larger social and
political landscape. Her work The
Conservationist contributes to a more
comprehensive knowledge of the link between
people, society, and the environment. Her
emphasis on political and social issues naturally
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brings up the ecological factor as part of the
larger interrelated web of life.

The indigenous people of Africa enjoy a
strong bond with the nature. They also exhibit
how they inhabit with the environment, way of
life, work, cultural practices and values. Their
history is well rooted in the land in which they
are living. They practice a good friendship with
nature. Their life exists only by the help of
nature. Their dreams and life surrounds in the
land of living. The settlers ignored the spiritual
knowledge and values associated with land and
instead considered it as a resource or
investment. The indigenous people’s hope is
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destroyed by the act of foreigners. Efforts are
being made by the writers to reclaim and
preserve Africa’s lost heritage and culture.
Hussain A.Bulhan discusses in his work Stages of
Colonialism in Africa: From Occupation of Land
to Occupation of Being that, three assaults
targeted at the indigenous people:

The first assault was on the world of things,
particularly the land of conquered non-
European peoples to exploit gold, silver, and
other commodities. The second assault was on
the world of people for obtaining free labor and
carrying out sexual exploitation. The third
assault was the world of meaning by changing
indigenous religions, knowledge, and identities.
(242)

The first attack was made on the ‘world
of things’ in order to extract gold, silver, and
other resources, notably the land of non-
European people. The second assault
concentrated on ‘world of people’, in order to
gain free labour and engage in sexual
exploitation. By altering indigenous belief
systems, religion, knowledge, and identities, the
third attack sought to disrupt the ‘world of
meaning. As a result, the indigenous people,
who are the true proprietors of the land were
uprooted from their homes and forced to live
within constricted communities that were kept
apart from the ruling classes.In The
Environmental Imagination, Lawrence Buell
defines Eco criticism as a “study of the
relationship between literature and the
environment conducted in a spirit of
commitment to environmentalist praxis” (430).
It examines how literary works depict and
engage with environmental issues, as well as
how literature can inspire and inform
environmental action.

The land resource has become socio-
political and economic issues in Post-colonial
Africa, especially in Nigeria and Zambia. The
socio-political issue in Africa reflects the
complex interplay of historical, economic,
cultural, and political factors that shape land
ownership. The issues picturized even in title of
the novel TheConservationist ironically.This
proposes that Mehring, the white owner’s need
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toconserve the land that he had no right to the
land and his ignorance about the nature
oftheindigenousplantandtrees
andalsotheseasons andits
yields.Heclaimstopossess his farm as, “l have
My bit of veld and My few cows” (The
Conservationist 38).Gordimer highlights the fact
that Mehring and the land he claims have no
ancestralconnection. His ambiguous role as the
owner of the farm is clearly brought out in a
scenewhere he slips on to the ground only to
find it obscure and threatening. Ogungbesan
says that, “What Mehring fears most is to make
a true contact with the earth” (109). In a
sudden moment of blackness he is filled with
horror when he discovers that he has kissed the
earth:

There is sand on his lip...

For a moment he does not know where

he is — or rather who he is; but
thissituation in which he finds himself,
staring into the eye of the earth with
earth a this mouth, is strongly familiar to

him. It seems to be something already in
habited in imagination. At this point his
whole body gives one of those violent
jerks,every muscle gathering together
every limb in paroxysm, one of those
leaps of terror that land the poor bundle

of body, safe, in harmless wake
fulness.(39-40)

It portrays a moment of
introspection and disorientation
experienced by Mehring. Thepresence of
sand on his lip serves as a metaphorical
symbol that prompts a
deepercontemplation of identity and
connection to the natural world. The
character’s temporary confusion about
his location and identity reflects a sense
of being detached from his usual
surroundings and sense of self. Thus they
treat their land as their life and soul
which was not able to understand by
their whites.

The blacks were in their own land for
meager wages without any papers.
Mehringsees the black man Jacobus works
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for him all through the year. Jacobusis
often reminded of a farm labourer who has
no papers for town. They do not care if
anyone had papers or not, “as long as you
work. That’s all he knows. And if the police
catch you, you can just looking you face
and say he doesn’t know who you are,
that’s all, you’re someone hiding with his
boyson the farm”(102). They are unaware
about the need of holding papers which
represents the land that they owned was
from their ancesters. They know only to
work without taking rest. They know that
the land will fill their stomach. Thus,
Gordimer explains the truth that whites
had no right and noancestralconnection

withtheland whichthey claimed
forownership.
Environmentalist, literary

scholars try to show how the interaction
betweenhuman culture and physical
nature is incarnated in literature. On the
other hand, Karen Warren, as an eco
feminist connects women with nature as;
The ecofeminist coupling of women and
nature has been both rewarding and
problematic, pointing out connections
between the ways women and natural
world have been treated. How can
feminists make this connection without
seeming to make women too “natural”
and not “cultural” enough, without
making women seem perpetual victims?
(125)

Warren convincingly noted the
important connections between howone
treats women, people of colour and the
underclass on one hand and how one
treats the non-human natural
environment on the other. Ecocriticsseek

eco critics agree on the purpose,
methodology, or scope of ecocriticism. In
The Environmental Imagination,
Lawrence Buell defines Eco criticism as a
“study of the relationship between

literature and theenvironment
conducted in a spirit of commitment to
environmentalist praxis” (430).

Itexamines how literary works depict and
engage with environmental issues, as
well a show literature can inspire and
inform environmental action.

Leopold believed that the main
mistake in land management is to treat
land as aproperty and to exploit by
reducing it into just a material resource.
On the contrary, his understanding of
land is based on accepting it as a sacred
being That compounds all other entities
in itself. Thus, his “effort to change the
national practice of seeing land
ascommodity rather than as
community” (44) inquires a strict kind of
respect for the land.Turning back to
Gordimer’s protagonist, his attitude
towards his land is problematic and
reflects what Leopold denotes as false
conservatism. At the beginning of the
novel, Mehring’s romantic naturalistic
attitudes towards the land are
mentioned but not enough toconvince
the reader accept him as a
conservationist in the ecological sense.
Although Mehring thinks that “there
was farming-blood somewhere
ahankering to make contact with the
land”(17). His intention is much more
economic than being sincere. His real
intention comes after apage reflecting
his thoughts:

to trace environmental c rises, ideas and
representations, shedding light on the
interaction between man and society on
the one hand, and man and physical
environment on the other. Some
ecocritics brainstorm possible solutions
for the correction of the contemporary
environmental situation, though not all
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A farm is not beautiful unless it is
productive. Reasonable productivity
prevailed; hehad to keep an eye (all he could
spare) on everything, all the time, to achieve
eventhatmuch,andof coursehehadmadeithis
business to pickupaworking knowledgeof
husbandry, animal and crop, so that he
couldn’t easily be hoodwinked by hispeople
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there and could plan farming operations

with some authority. (TheConservationist,18)

It is observed that the significance
of his farm is its being productive; it is ‘a
tax loss’, ‘agood investment’, ‘a place to
bring a woman’ and a romantic ‘story to
be told over drinks and at the dinner-
table’, it is not a Leopoldian land in its
own right.

Mehring’s love for the land is a complex and

nuanced one. On the one hand, he isdeeply
attached to the physical beauty of the
African landscape, which he describes in
detailthroughout the novel. He enjoys the
feeling of solitude and isolation that the land
offers, aswell as the sense of freedom that
comes with being able to roam and
explore.One of theprimary ways in which
Mehring’s love for the land is expressed is
through his deepattachment to the physical
beauty and productivity of the African
landscape. He describes this beauty
indetail,and enjoys the feeling of solitude
and isolation that it offers. He reflects on the
view from his farm:
A farm is not beautiful unless it is productive.
Reasonable productivity prevailed; he had to
keep an eye on everything, all the time, to
achieve even that much, and ofcourse he
had made it his business to pick up a working
knowledge of husbandry,animal and crop, so
that he couldn’t easily be hoodwinked by his
people there and could plan farming
operations with some authority. (The
Conservationist 18)

However, Mehring’s relationship
with the land is marked by a sense of
ownership and entitlement. He sees the
land as something to be possessed and
controlled, rather than as something to
be shared and respected. As he reflects
on his farm, he says: “He’s in love withhis
farm’. . .Perhaps you’ll really believe it’s
love. A new kind. A superior kind,
withoutpeople” (211). This attitude
reflects the broader historical context,
which includes the legacyof colonialism
and the dispossession of indigenous
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people from their land.

Thus, Mehring’s love for the land
is often superficial and exploitative. He is
more interested in using the land for his
own personal gain. He used the land for
farming and hunting, then in preserving
it for future generations. The main
mistake in land management is to treat
land as a property and to exploit by
reducing it into just a material resource.
Thus the paper concludes that how the
attachments to both places and people
are more and more deterritorialized with
the effect of colonialism.
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