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ABSTRACT

The banana is the most widely cultivated and consumed fruit in India. It is also an attractive
perennial fruit crop for farmers due to its high economic gains throughout the year. Banana is one of
the oldest tropical fruit which is cultivated by man from prehistoric times in India with great socio-
economic significance, interwoven in the cultural heritage of the country. Banana is one of the oldest
fruits known to mankind and also a rich source of energy. It is highly nutritive and very delicious.
Tamil Nadu has got first rank in area of production of banana. In India, banana crop accounts for
2.8per cent of agriculture GDP. The main objectives of the study is to study the problems faced by
the cultivation and marketing of banana during the corona period. The study mainly based on
primary and secondary data. The sample size was fixed at 120 cultivators. The finding of the study is
problem faced by the banana cultivation in cultivators during corona period is high cost of
production and marketing problems faced by banana cultivators during corona period is Fluctuations
in Prices.
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1. INTRODUCTION world.Bananaandplantainsaregrowninaboutl

Banana is one of the oldest fruits
known to mankind. It is one of the world’s
most important food crops. It was first
domesticated in the tropical regions of South
East Asia. Banana is a nutritious gold mine.
Bananas are the main fruit in international
trade and the most popular one in the
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20countries.Totalannualworldproductionisesti
matedat11,67,81,658tonnesoffruits.Indialead
stheworldinbananaproductionwithanannualo
utputof about 3,04,60,000 tonnes. In India,
banana ranks first in production and third in
area among fruitcrops. It accounts for 14.53
per cent of the total area and 37 per cent of
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the production of fruits.Banana is the third
trinity of Fruits and is also grown all over the
State. Banana is the most widelyconsumed
and is available in all seasons and in different
varieties in  the  State. In  Tamil
Nadu,Tiruchirapalli, Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli,
Coimbatore, Thanjavur, Kanyakumari and
Tirunelveli areKarurthe major
bananaproducing areas.
2. SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The scope of the study has been
limited to the problem of banana farmers in
Vadakku ValiyurPanchyat at Radhapuram
taluk. It is necessary to know the socio-
economic profile, factor
influencingbananafarmer’sproductionproblem
sandmarketingproblemfacedbycultivatorsinth
estudyarea.lt helps to enhance the banana
prices. It suggests measures to solve the
problems of production and marketing of
banana. It helps to get a statistical view of the
particular area.
3. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

India is the main banana producer in
the world and the growers are facing different
problemsduring cultivation. Theproductivity
ofbanana inindia is lowwhencompared to
other
Nations.Everyfarmerwhoiscultivatingbananafa
cesmanyproblemsparticularlyfinancialproble
m,whichhe has to undergo during the process
of cultivation. It was also found that growers
face some specificproblems in marketing. This
study explores the key issues encountered in
the Corona
pandemicperiod,suchas,transportation,marke
tfacility,andpricing.Oneofthemostbrutallyexpl
oitedsegments of Indian community is that of
the farmers. The banana farmers are hard
pressed for cash tomeet delayed consumption
needs and to pay off debts, farmers have to
sell their produce soon afterthe harvest when
the price is low. Banana cultivation is seasonal
in nature while its demand isinelastic. The
selected areas of Vadakku Valiyur Panchyat of

Radhapuram taluk with more than 72 per
centof the total population depend on
agriculture and allied activity. So a survey has
been undertaken tostudy the problem faced
the farmers in production and marketing of
banana.However the presentstudy would be
appropriate to take up the study of banana
production and marketing in the region
concerned and make the research work
aworth while and a relevant one.

4, OBIJECTIVES:

v" Toanalysereasonsfor bananacultivation
inthestudyarea.

v" Tostudytheproblemsfacedbythecultivator
sincultivationofbananaduringthecoronap
eriod.

v" Toexaminetheproblemsfacedbythecultiva
torsinmarketingofbananaduringthecoron
aperiod.

v" Tostudysuitablesuggestions toovercome
theproblems of banana cultivatorin
thestudyarea

. METHODOLOGY

The research design adopted for the
study is both descriptive and analytical in
nature. Thisstudy was conducted on the basis
of primary and secondary data. The primary
data was collectedfrom banana growers in
Vadakku Valiyur Panchyat collected through
questionnaire. Secondary data wascollected
from various journal, magazines, books and
websites. This study used the
Conveniencesampling method there are 120
samples selected from the study area. The
period of the study wasApril to June2020.

6. DATA ANALYSIS
6.1REASONS FOR THE CULTIVATION OF
BANANA

Banana cultivation is more profitable
when compared to other crops. The growth
period is also very low. The reasons for the
cultivation of bananaare presented in
thetable.1

Table.1ReasonsforBananaCultivation

SI.No ReasonsforBananaCultivation MeanScore Rank
1 EasyMarketing 64.93 5

2 GoodOut Put 57.30 8

3 Availabilityof Fertilizer andManure 64.27 6

4 BetterPrice 50.99 10
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5 GoodKnowledge aboutBananaCultivation 75.11 2
6 Availabilityof Irrigation Facilities 40.68 12
7 HighProfit 77.65 1
8 LowlInvestment 53.33 9
9 FertilityoftheSoil 61.34 7
10 MyFamilyOccupation 67.05 4
11 RegularMoving Items 35.37 13
12 LowCostofProduction 44.51 11
13 SuitableinthisArea 71.69 3

Source:Primary data

The table.1l reveals that reasons for
banana cultivation in the study area, High
Profit with
themeanscoreof77.65contributed1**rankandf
ollowedbyGoodKnowledgeaboutBananaCultiv
ation, Suitable in this Area, My Family
Occupation, Easy Marketing, Easy Marketing,
Fertility of the Soil, Good Out Put, Low
Investment, Better Price, Low Cost of
Production and
AvailabilityofirrigationFacilitieswiththerespect
ivemeanscoreof75.11,71.69,67.05,64.93,64.2
7,61.34,57.30, 53.33, 50.99, 44.51 and 40.68.
The last place is occupied by regular moving
items with the mean score of 35.37. The study
concludes that High Profit and Good
Knowledge about Banana Cultivation are the
important reasons for banana cultivation in
the study area.
PROBLEMSFACEDINBANANACULTIVATIONAN
DMARKETING

Several problems are associated with

the cultivation and marketing of banana
during
coronaperiod.Theseproblemsaffecttheproduc
tionofbananaaswellastheprofitabilityofbanana
cultivation.
Problems Faced by the Banana Cultivation in
Cultivators

Banana cultivators had to face
different type’s problems at the time of
banana cultivation during corona period.
These problems affect the cultivation and
production of banana as well as
theprofitabilityofbanana.Thebananacultivator
shouseholdsareaskedtorankthel3problemsac
cording to their preferences. The preferences
of the banana cultivators are given in the
followingtable.2
HO: There is no significant difference among
mean ranks towards cultivation problems of
banana during corona period.

Table.2Problems Faced by Banana Cultivation in Cultivators during Corona Period

No  |CultivationProblem Mean SD Rank
1 Scarcity& HigherLabour Cost 51.64 0.564 10
2 FinancialProblem 69.61 0.786 3
3 HighCostofProduction 72.12 0.322 1
4 ReasonforLow YieldBanana 50.05 0.604 11
5 Lockdown 63.49 0.627 6
6 LackoflrrigationFacilities 47.28 0.459 12
7 LackoflnputMaterials 58.24 0.391 9
8 HeavyWind &High Rain Fall 65.11 0.534 5
9 PestAttack 60.83 0.732 8
10 LackofQualitySucker 61.51 0.325 7
11 Non-availabilityof Credit 68.25 0.637 4
12 SeverityDiseases 41.35 0.411 13
13 HigherCostof Pesticide&Fertilizer 70.08 0.864 2
Chi-Square=897.063,P<=0.001

Source:Primarydata
The result of the table.2 found that
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the ¥? = 765.023 is significant at 0.001 level.
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Hence thenull hypothesis accepted with
regard to cultivation problems of banana
during corona period. So it isconcluded that
cultivators’ opinion differs significantly at one
percent level. Hence, the cultivators’opinion
among the items differs. The table.1further
reveals that problem faced by the
bananacultivation in cultivators during corona
period high cost of production with the mean
score of 72.12contributed first rank and
followed by Higher Cost of Pesticide &
Fertilizer, Financial Problem, Non-availability
of Credit, Heavy Wind & High Rain Fall, Lock
down, Lack of Quality Sucker, Pest Attack,
Lack of Input Materials, Scarcity &
HigherLabour Cost, Reason for Low Yield
Banana,Lack oflrrigation Facilities and Severity
Diseases with the respective mean score of

70.08, 69.61,68.25,65.11, 63.49, 61.51, 60.83,
58.24, 51.64, 50.05, 47.28 and41.35
respectively.
Marketingproblemsin
BananaMarketingforCultivators
Thecultivatorsofbananaarefacingsoma
ny problems to market their products during
corona period. The following table shows the
various marketing problems of the banana
cultivators.The marketing problems faced by
the banana marketing during corona period
has been analysed with the help of the score
of seventeen marketing Problems. Theresults
are given inTable.2.

HO: There is no significant difference among mean

ranks towards marketing problems of banana
cultivation during corona period.

Table.3MarketingProblemsfacedbyBananaCultivatorsCorona Period

SI.No |Problems MeanScore SD Rank
1 Heavy/HighCommissionCharges 75.68 1.282 5
2 HighTransportationCost 72.39 1.261 6
3 Role/Malpractices byMiddlemen 81.12 1.284 2
4 SeasonalDemand/Glut 43.53 1.303 |16
5 LackofGrading 39.31 1.299 |17
6 Inadequate/LackofFinance 80.06 1.432 3
7 FluctuationsinPrices 82.64 1.305
8 LockDown 69.65 1.211 |7
9 PoorQuality 60.37 1.323 |12
10 LackofStorageFacilities 67.42 1.333 8
11 Lackof RipeningCentre 58.27 1.119 [13
12 ShortSpanfromHarvestingtoSales 53.54 1.320 |15
13 LackofDemand 55.56 1.301 (14
14 NotGettingFairPrice 61.52 1294 |11
15 LackofMarketKnowledge 78.12 1.337
16 NoRegularPayment 65.52 1278 P9
17 LackofRegulatedMarket 63.61 1.562 |10
Chi-Square=37.991,PERE.001

Source:Primarydata

The table.3 found that the x? = 29.427 marketing

is significant at 0.001 level. Hence the null
hypothesisaccepted with regard tomarketing
problems of banana cultivator during corona
period. So it'sconcluded that -cultivators’
opinion differs significantly at one percent
level. Hence, the cultivators’opinionamong
theitemsvaries.Moreover,thetablerevealsthat
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problemsfacedbybananacultivatorsduringcoro
naperiod,FluctuationsinPriceswiththemeansco
reof82.64contributed1rankandfollowedbyRo
le/MalpracticesbyMiddlemen,Inadequate/Lac
kofFinance, Lack of Market Knowledge,
Heavy/High Commission Charges, High
Transportation Cost,LockDown,Lackof
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StorageFacilities, No RegularPayment,Lack
ofRegulated Market, NotGetting Fair Price,
Poor Quality, Lack of Ripening Centre, Lack of
Demand, Short Span fromHarvesting to Sales
andSeasonal Demand/Glut  with  the
respective mean score of 81.12,
80.06,78.12,75.68,72.39,69.65,67.42,65.52,63
.61,61.52,60.37,58.27,55.56,53.54and43.53
respectively. The last place is occupied by lack
of grading with the mean score of 39.31. The
studyconcludesthatfluctuationsofpriceandRol
e/MalpracticesbyMiddlemenaretheimportant
problemsfaced bythe bananacultivators in
marketingof banana.
STRATEGIESTOOVERCOMETHEPROBLEMSOF
BANANACULTIVATORS

There are different types of problems
are faced by the cultivators in cultivation of
banana but however they could be overcome
by following some of the strategies
mentioned hereunder. In the study, the

identified strategies are restricted to 15
suggestions. The banana cultivators are asked
toratetheabovesaid15suggestionsonafivepoin
tscalenamely,highly  essential, essential,
neutral, not essential and highly not essential
since the given statements represent the
measures to overcomethe problems in
cultivation of banana, the marks assigned to
the above suggestions are 5,4,3,2, and
lrespectively. The cultivators with high
perception of the statement are given high
marks and viceverse to exhibit their
suggestion to overcome the problems of
cultivation of banana. In order to analyze the
significant difference among the banana
cultivators, regarding the strategies to
overcome the problem in banana cultivation
the one way analysis of variance has been
applied. The resulted mean score and the
respective ‘F’ statistics are shownin table.4.

Table.4.SuggestiontoOvercometheProblems ofBananaCultivators

SI.No Variables MeanScore F-statistic
1 Availabilityof Cold Storage 3.4080 7.142%*
2 ReduceCostofProduction 2.0746 2.650*
3 ProvideQualityofSucker 4.0413 7.205%*
4 MorecreditFacilities 2.0032 1.825*
5 ReadyCash for Banana 3.5246 5.434%*
6 RegulateFertilizerSupply 3.7580 6.800**
7 IncreasingTransportFacilities 3.0508 6.681%*
8 LowertheMarketCharges 3.4222 9.005**
9 ToDevelop IrrigationFacilities 3.3200 7.817**
10 ToControlPestAttack 3.3200 5.032%*
11 MoreMarket Information 3.2008 3.022%*
12 Intermediariesmustbeavoided 3.6770 5.446**
13 MoreRipeningCentre 3.6341 3.684%*
14 Recognizedandregulatedmarkets 3.5103 3.425%
15 Availabilityof LabourForce 3.5151 3.264%*

Source:ComputedData,**Significant1%level,*Significantat5%level

Thetable.4revealsthatthehighlypercei
vedstrategiestoovercometheproblemsofcultiv
ators in banana cultivation among the
cultivators are Provide Quality of Sucker,
Regulate Fertilizer Supply, Intermediaries
must be avoided and More Ripening Centre
since their mean
scoreare4.0413,3.7580,3.6770 and 3.6341
respectively. Regarding the perception on
strategies to overcome the problem of
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cultivators of banana, the significant
difference among the cultivators has been
noticed in Availability of Cold Storage, Provide
Quality of Sucker, Ready Cash for Banana
,Regulate  Fertilizer  Supply, Increasing
Transport Facilities, Lower the Market
Charges, To Develop Irrigation Facilities, To
Control Pest Attack and Intermediaries must
be avoided, since their respective ‘F’ statistics
is significant at five per cent level.
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. FINDINGS

v

The study reveals that reasons for banana
cultivation in the study area, High Profit
with
themeanscoreof77.65contributed1*ranka
ndregularmovingitemswiththemeanscore
of35.37contributedlastplace.

The study shows that High Profit and
Good Knowledge about Banana
Cultivation are  theimportantreasons
forbananacultivation in the studyarea.
The study found that the x? = 765.023 is
significant at 0.001 level. Hence the null
hypothes is accepted with regard to
cultivation problems of banana during
corona period. So it is
concludedthatcultivators’opiniondifferssig
nificantlyatonepercentlevel.Hence,thecult
ivators’opinionamong the items differs.
The study reveals that problem faced by
the banana cultivation in cultivators
during corona period high cost of
production with the mean score of 72.12
contributed first rank and Severity
Diseases with the respective mean score
of 41.35contributedlast place.

The study found that the x? = 29.427 is
significant at 0.001 level. Hence the null
hypothesis accepted with regard to
marketing problems of banana cultivator
during corona period. So
it’sconcludedthatcultivators’opiniondiffer
ssignificantlyatonepercentlevel.Hence,the
cultivators’opinion ~ amongthe  items
varies.

The study reveals that marketing
problems faced by banana -cultivators
during corona
period,FluctuationsinPriceswiththemeans
coreof82.64contributed1rankandlackofg
radingwiththemean scoreof
39.31contributed last place.

The study expresses that fluctuations of

price and Role/ Malpractices by
Middlemen are theimportantproblems
faced bythe bananacultivators in

marketingof banana.
Thestudyrevealsthatthehighlyperceivedstr
ategiestoovercometheproblemsofcultivat
orsinbananacultivationamongthecultivato
rsareProvideQualityofSucker,RegulateFert

eISSN1303-5150

v

ilizerSupply, Intermediaries must be
avoided and More Ripening Centre since
their mean score are4.0413,3.7580,
3.6770 and 3.6341 respectively.

The study shows that the perception on
strategies to overcome the problem of
cultivators
ofbanana,thesignificantdifferenceamongt
hecultivatorshasbeennoticedinAvailability
ofCold Storage, Provide Quality of Sucker,
Ready Cash for Banana, Regulate Fertilizer
Supply,Increasing  Transport Facilities,
Lower the Market Charges, To Develop
Irrigation Facilities, ToControl Pest Attack
and Intermediaries must be avoided, since
their respective ‘F’ statistics issignificantat
fiveper cent level.

8. SUGGESTIONS:

v

v

Inter-personal meetings must be
convenedbetween farmers and buyers.
TheGovernmenttakesnecessarystepstore
ducethecostofcultivationthroughseedsub
sidyandfertilizer subsidy.
Thecropinsuranceschemecanbeintroduce
dbythegovernmentofTamilNaduinordert
oprotectthecultivatorsincritical
situation, like crop
naturaldisorders.
Governmentmusttakestepsfortheproperi
mplementationof‘MinimumSupportPrice’
forbanana cultivators.
Useofpublictransportfacilityfortransporti
ngbananabytheagentsmaybeallowedatco
ncessionalrate.

Low cost modern biotechnology must
bepromoted for banana farmers.

To prevent the damage caused by winds,
bamboo poles should b eused by
farmers.

The role of commission agent cannot be
eliminatedtotally. But it needs to be
minimized.

Subsidized rate of loan, pesticides and
fertilizers have to be given to small
farmers.

Bank can be play effective role in extend
ingcredit to the entire farmer in the
study area.

The farmer should be encouraged to
follow intercrop cultivation as it not only
increase the total income but is also used

lossdueto
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natural manure.

9. CONCLUSION

The study concluded that majority of
the banana cultivators possessed average
level of knowledge, adoption and attitude of
banana cultivation knowledge and marketing.
In the COVID-19pandemic time, the banana
crop is ready for harvesting in Vadakku
Valiyur Panchyat, the dip in demand for
plantains and banana leaves due to the
lockdown and the restrictions in transporting
them to the markets, have caused severe
distress to cultivators. In the situation the
major portion of the money paid by the
consumers goes to commission agents. The
remaining part is received by the banana
cultivators. Perishable farm produce do not
move quickly from cultivators to consumers.
As a result, the cultivators lose more amount
of money. The major problems faced by
banana growers are credit facilities, high
interest rate, low prices of output, high prices
of inputs, labour shortage, lack of sucker, high
prices of fertilizer and insecticides and lack of
storage facilities. The findings suggest taking
proper steps to ensure institutional credit
facilities, quality suckers, reasonable market
prices for inputs and products, transport and
marketing facilities. The study reveals that
banana cultivators facing several problems.
So, the Government should take necessary
steps to motivate banana cultivators its helps
to improve the banana production.
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