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ABSTRACT

The aim of this article is to highlight the welfare programme for society of Tirunelveli Social
Service Society. Tirunelveli social service society was not only the Christian people but also all
religion people were cooperated this programme because head of the union , head of the women's
Association and members were all other religion like Hindu Muslim people were included so this
was completely social welfare programme. On 1972 onwards Jesuits fathers started TSSS,Because
their motivation for to create a Tirunelveli diocese in 1972 -1982 TSSS director Fr. Malayapuram,
Assistant director Fr. Arul .during the period 1975 to 1980. 194 villages and 12,257members inTSSS,
during the period work of TSSS. To help the poor and downtrodden people After Tirunelveli diocese
created The Director of TSSS Fr. Kulandai Raj was to organaise the programme for self employment 3986
because the father Kulandai raj wants to relieve curdle of one owns life gave to self employment
some other development programmes were started .
Keywords : Madurai mission, Jesuit fathers, Palayamkottai Diocese, Social Service, Tirunelveli Social
Service Society, Welfare schemes.
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Introduction second half of the 17th century John De Britto

Tamil Nadu was opened Christian started the work of spreading Christianity in
missionary activities on a large scale in the the Ramnad and Tirunelveli Districts. He had
sixteenth century. Fr. Micheal Vaz ,St. Francis his Permanent residence at
Xavier was the Catholic missionary whom Kamanayakkanpatti. After the dissolution of
worked for spread of Christianity in the the Jesuit order in 1773 by the papal order,
coastal areas of Tirunelveli . The Madura the Jesuit Missionaries had a setback in India
mission was started 1595 in order to serve the . Rt.Rev. Father Louis Herp, the Bishop
interest of the Parava Christians, who very Pondicherry had recommend, the pope
often visited Madura, for their trade. The Gregory XVI to send the Jesuit fathers to work
Paravas of the fishery coast were also a in the Madurai Missionary Fields.

tributary to the Nayaks of Madurai. During the
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By the Jesuit fathers of Roman
Catholics. The name Madura mission stands
for the mission run by the Portuguese Jesuit
called “The Old Madura Mission the other by
French Jesuits called new Madura Mission
,because it was founded atMadurai. The
Jesuits of the new Madurai Mission began to
give serious thought to human problems of
the social and economic nature of the people
around and tried to give new definitions of
missionary responsibility and action..The new
Madurai Diocese was created on 8™ January
1938When Most Rev. Diraviam took charge of
Arch Diocese in 1967 it roughly consisted of
the three civil districts of Madurai, Ramnad
and Tirunelveli.In the year1973he created the
new diocese of Palayamkottai in Tirunelveli
and consecration of the Most Rev.
Savarinathan irudhayaraj as its first Bishop.

Prior to the formation of
Palayamkottai Diocese in 1973 parishes in the
present Palayamkottai diocese were part of
Madurai Archdiocese.Tirunelveli region was
administered by Jesuit fathers ,a superior
incharge residing in Palayamkottai . During
the period social activities of this region was
managed by the social welfare centre . This
was engaged in alleviating human suffering by
feeding the poor the aged and the
handicapped .

The education and child care
programme also functioned.Scattered efforts
were also made by a few parish priest in
community development work like laying and
repairing approach roads ,constructing low
cost houses and digging irrigation wells
.During these years Catholic Relief Services
(CRS)of America supplied gift food stuff S for
all these programmes.

Tirunelveli social service society was
not the Christian people ,All religion people
were cooperated this programme because
head of the union , head of thewomen's
Association and members were all other
religion like HinduMuslim people were
included so this was completely social welfare
programme .

Birth of Tirunelveli Social Service Society

Tirunelveli social service society
completing its 50 years of its service in the
year 2022. It is one of the welfare programme
elSSN1303-5150

of Arch diocese in Palayamkottai.The need
for formation of an organized body for
coordinating the welfare activities organaising
community  development projects and
extending its operation s was keenly felt by all
involvedin these programmes . The initiative ,
However ,was taken by the
thenJesuitprovincials of Madurai province , to
register a social service society with aview to
give wider coverage and get greater
involvement of the various congregations
such as brothers of Sacred heart (SHJ) the
services of Mary (SOM) the immaculate heart
of Mary(ICM)the immaculate conception (CIC)
and the society of Jesus(S.J) was invited to
form it a governing body and it was registered
on 31% of october1972 under the name
TIRUNELVELI  SOCIAL  SERVICE  SOCIETY
(5.NO.50/72)under the societies registration
act XXT of 1860.

Tirunelveli social service society began
its services in 1972 mainly among the
Catholics .No nation can be built on doles, no
problems in its totality can be solved
administration of grants , scholarship , or
indefinite relief measures . A total revolution
in the thinking process both of the individual
and the community should take place and
every individual should make his /her
contribution for a programme to be
successful .convinced of this , social service
society took a new line of action after the
registration of the society , the emphasis
being on effecting social change through
organaising developmental activities .The new
approach  was that of community
development and the goal that of building up
communities based on justice and love.Thus
the stress was on the active participation of
the people themselves and the mobilization of
their resources.

On 1972 onwards Jesuits fathers
started TSSS,Because their motivation for to
create a Tirunelveli diocese in 1972 -
1982TSSS director Fr. Malayapuram,Assistant
director Fr. Arul .during the period 1975 to
1980. 194 villages and 12,257members
inTSSS, during the period work of TSSS.To help
the poor and downtrodden people After
Tirunelveli diocese created The Director of
TSSS Fr. Kulandai Raj was to organaise the
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programme for self employment because the
father Kulandai raj wants to relieve curdleof
one owns life gave to self employment some
other development programmes were started

Food for work project 1975 to 1982
roads provided number of village ,irrigation
tanks also provide canals deepened , drinking
water wells dug up acres of waste land
reclaimed and level low cost houses
constructed mother and child care
programme also functioned ,Village and
Parish level Associations also activate to
ensure peoples participation in the
developmental programmes which TSSS
organised association s were formed in each
village of men women Representatives of
village associations. In 1983 to 1992 some
other programmes also introduced mother
and child Health Education programme
Development of child labour programme ,
women development programme non formal

education , vocational training , special
coaching classes community health
programme , Drinking water

facilities,Balwadies.

During the period 1991 fr. Antony
cruz was assistant director of TSSS and
training under Director Fr. Kulandairaj. In
1992 Fr. A.Antony cruz was the director of
TSSS. Scattered efforts were  Also made by a
Few parish priest in communicably
development work like and repairing
approach roads , constructing low cost houses
and digging irrigation wells. During his tenure
Tenkasi area villages benefitted. Tirunelveli
social service also involves in some welfare
programmes with full participation of the
people. Thissociety focuses all its objectives
on reducing child labour in Tirunelveli and
Tuticorin Districts.

In 2022, Fr. A.Antony cruz was63
years old. He was the director of TSSS in 1992
to 1997 onwards he said about his experience
about  his  services  ofTSSS.In 1992
.Fr.Antonycruzfirst to captured the main

points of light of literacy activism
(Arivolieyyakkam) report in child labour
induced to create the ideas of village

developmental programme of his work of
TSSS, because the Report said about to clarify
elSSN1303-5150
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child labour, basic reason was the parents ,so
the parents earning of not permanently . so
the Father capture the reason for parents
situation and child labour , so Father steps to
take to introduced the idea and to create the
self-employment organaise downtrodden
villages basically helped to improve
agriculture for digging well , digging pool ,
non-Formal education,to teach  technical
courses through TSSS in Tirunelveli diocese
during his period. On the basis of TSSS
programme Kayathar, Kovilpatti,
Alangulkam,Tenkasi Areas were selected.
Rural Community Organisation for
Development

The purpose of this progrmmae is to
motivate village men and youth to form
village association s in the villages so that men
and the youth together with the organaised
women of the village may work for their own
Development the overall aim of the
programme is to organaize men groups in
order to enhance people s capability of self
assertion and self —help so that they are able
to reach a higher level of self reliance .

A general survey of new villages was
taken field workers .survey contained general
information on each village,social economic
status ,occupation of the people of the
villages , saving habits, culture ,
recreation,education health environment
problems in the villages and causes. This was
followed by house visits and informal
meetings with villagers by the field workers
interacting with people impressing on men
the need to form associations telling them
about the achievements of men and other
association s in the neighbouring villages
where they are functioning, their role in
solving village Problems, need to educate
their children and getting basic facilities to the
village.

Public meeting s were held to explain
the purpose of farming men's association and
welfare of the village s were identified before
forming the core group in each village .the
association members regularly meet and are
analyzing and discussing the situation in the
village and the important village problems
.Training s were also given to coordinators
and community organisers Women
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association took efforts to get basic needs of
their villages such as transport facilities, road,
ration, ration shops n, avail of loan from
government income generation such as
purchase of milk animals, to have petty shops.
Women also solved their problems like
atrocities on women,Harassment of women
for dowry, drinking habits of their husband s
by putting an end to sale of illicit liquor in the
villages and their family problems.

Fr. A.Antony cruz during his period
first selected the Tenkasi region down
trodden villages and to organaise and consult
with parish priest of this area and to form the
male development society , and women's
society all under regional union . on that form
of programme was started all the villages
during the director Fr. Antony cruz ,all the
parish priests of the of the villages .male
development programme and Women's
society were functioned in these villages
.Union wise segregate the VvillagesMale
Association were functioned like village
development society Womens association
were functioned like,Sarojini Mahalir
Mandram,Punitha Malar Poovaiyer
Mandram, Mahalir Mandram,Johnsirani
Mahalir Mandram Rose Mahalir Mandram,
Annai Therasa Mahalir Mandram, Annai
Indra Mahalir Mandram, Annai Indra Mahalir
Mandram, Victoria Mahalir Mandram,
Malligai Mahalir Mandram, Kasthuribai
Mabhalir Mandram, Bharathi Mabhalir
Mandram, Vedevelli Mahalir Mandram and
Johnsi Rani Mahalir Mandram.

Functions of the societies

These Union and societies were
created by Fr. Antony cruz .so functions also
fully organisedby father,first the way of help
through the societies, because the members
were Hindus Muslims Christian were there ,at
the same time without caste also followed the
TSSS .These union were basically helped to
search the villages including families .Because
the members and head of the union were all
their own village peopleand meetings was
conducted twice in a month ,the first meeting
was mainly held for to search the problems of
village , second meeting based upon savings
,to consult about loan ,head of the societies
and head of the union people were report to
elSSN1303-5150

the diocese office of TSSS end of the
month,during the submission of the Report
the Director father meet the all the heads of
the society, heads of the union people to
consulted the problems of every Vvillage
through every society for to take steps to
relive the curdles of development and to
improve people amenities for village and
literacy development ,to introduce the way
of self employment to aware the people
balanced life that was the main concept of
the director father of Antony Cruz TSSS.
Welfare Scheme of TSSS

Number of welfare activities was
given Through  TSSS, Tuition centres for
regular students , school dropout students for
arrangedNonformal education ,Balwadies,
created, roads,well digging board pump
system provided, houses
constructed,Nizharkudai, tailoring,self earning
for provide cattle, tailoring machine ,grinder,6
months courses provided 5 Various Courses,6
Unions technical courses also started nearby
areas for 8" and 10" incomplete
students,these information gave it through
society.
Literacy Scheme

To remove the curdle of educate the
children,the children studying in Vvillage
schools there is no facility to study at home.
Since the parents are illiterates they are not
able to guide their wards. In the tuition centre
the teacher guides the children to do their
homework and clear the difficulties in their
lessons.
Nonformal Education

The school of Non formal education
started for School dropout students and
Adults also used this opportunity,after 8" std
in completed , and read and writing learn for
some adults .this school example of Tenkasi
region Azadh nagar, Sundarapandyapuram,
Agarakattu, Mr.Chellppa was the Union
officer for Tenkasi and Shenkottai region in
1986 to 1992. He was told about TSSS work in
Tenkasi region.
Balwadies

Balwadies are one of the means to
reduce child labour cituation. After the
formation of women Association women also
eager to educate their children. Therefore
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women association Bbalwadies were started
in villages ,activities were children between 2-
4 year are children's also medical check up
and tips on hygienic way of life admitted in
Balwadies .Children 3-5 years are admitted in
the Balwadies. they are given basic education
with concern and love Children are taught to
read , write and evaluate and also tips on
Hygiene, Necessity teaching aids have been
provided to help Teaching.After completing
Balwady the teachers follow up the students
for continue formal education in regular
school .

Some other welfare activities ;

Vocational Training cenetres,
community welfare programme ,1,Houses,
2,Borewell ,3, community Hall ,Gem cutting
Unit , Aid to SrilankaRefugees ,4, Peoples

Banks5, Vimala Kirikini Training centre-
,6,Rehabilitation of street children
(Saranalayam), 7,Rehabilitation of Orphan
Children,8 Working women

Hostel,9,Consumer — co operative society, 10,
Water shed management programme ,11,
Preparing Rural Youth for employment , 12,
Technical education to Rural boys and Girls
For the renovation of child labour , .These
programmes were functioned upto 1997, the

women  associations wee linked with
government Self Helf Group.
Rehabilitation of street children

Objectives ; to conduct street
children and rehabilitate the various

measures like Home placement Job
placement , income generation , Technical
education , Formal and non formal education
Saranalayam:A short stay home for children
which started functioning from 1993 in a
rented house in Tirunelcveli junction, and
then it shifted toa new building of the own
at Babuji nagar . Tirunelveli junction , this
accommodates both Boys and Girls centres .
The activities of 1, Contacting street children-
the street educators both for boys and girls ,
these children's were collected from different
location like Busstand, Railway station , after
assemble the children meet individually listen
to their problems and bring them to
saranalayam. 2, Home placement, The boys
and Girls have left their home film grounds
they were convinced to return home . Their
elSSN1303-5150
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parents were informed and saranalayam helps
in the safe return of the children.

Preparing youth for Employment
programme To promote employment
opportunities for the youth in the in the
villages which were affected child labour
situation  through guidance and training
through career guidance special coaching
classes ,skill training for Cardrivoing, T.V .
Radio mechanism, two wheeler
mechanism?.These training centres were
around the Tirunelveli districts were in
Kalugumalai, Vickramsingapuram, Kovilpatti,

Kalldakurichi, Sankaran kovil, Puliangudi,
Kyathar, Palayamkottai, saranalayam also
functioned now itself. some other

programme like win academy for coaching job
oriented , and milk society functioned and
benefitted society Peoples bank .
Conclusion

The Tirunelveli social service society is
the social welfare programme having made
an attempt to reduce the deep rooted and
Multidimensional Problems of child labour
through women motivation
programme.Because the period 1992 child
labour major problem.so TSSS isthe
potentialorganisation which can really
challenge the oppressive structure by kindling
the dormant vitality and power of thepeople
with the help staff committed workhave built
up sangam and federation.So the speaker of
Loksabha and minister of Human resource
development India Evaluate and said about in
1997 souvenir book a,Non government
organaisation is engaged in the
implementation of number of welfare and
development programmes for the poor needy
, Deprived and desolateand oppressed and
exploited notable among their major
programmes are Rehabilitation of child
Labourers , Rehabilitation of child labourers
rehabilitation of street children and Rural
community organisation a private sector in
Partnership with the Government will
strengthen the cause of our v Commitment
for eradicating the social evil.
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