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Abstract

There are 36 tribal communities in Tamil Nadu. Among them, six communities namely Todar,
Kothar, Krumpar, Baniyar, llurar and Kattunayakar are defined as 'Primitive Tribal Groups' (PTG).
According to population estimates, there are more than 2 lakh Kattunayakar community living in
Tamil Nadu alone. In Ramanathapuram district, during the reign of King KihavanSethupathi Raja, the
kattunayaks were brought from Madurai to catch birds from the hills and settled in many parts of
Ramanathapuram district. Today there are more than 15,000 Kattunayakar community living widely
in Ramanathapuram district. Living In very backward economic conditions the KattuNayak
community spends their days herding pigs, Predicting the future, and selling needles and moss
beads.Archaic rituals and worship are intertwined. Through these the cultural transactions of a
community can be easily identified. This research paper tries to highlight the unique rituals of the
Kattunayakar community and how their way of life differs from other communities.
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Introduction elders and giving them priority is the basis of

There is no doubt that India is a
country that presents a great challenge to the
archaeologists. The traditional life of the tribal
peoples spread over many parts of India and
their undying customs are immense. Beyond
the capabilities of researchers. The lives and
beliefs of the KattuNayaks, an ancient tribe
living in southern India, deserve continuous,
in-depth study. The greatness of Indian
archaeology can be realized through the study
of the wild heroes of India's great heritage.
There is an elegance to the life, rituals and
celebrations of the Kattunayakas. Respecting
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their way of life.

Kattunayaka community is an ancient
tribe living in Kerala, Karunadaka, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. They live in the
Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu, Mudumalai,
Tirunelveli, Thenkasi and Kanyakumari areas
of Southern Tamil Nadu bordering the
Western Ghats. They are also known as wild
rascals. These tribes are also known as
"JenuKurumpa", "Den Kurumbar",
"KatuNayakkan", "KalatuNayakkan",
"Naikkan", "JenuKurumba", "Den Kurumba",
"Jenu Koyo", "Sola Nayakkan".Kattunayaks
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with a good red complexion and a strong and
muscular appearance. They have a long beard
and a big moustache. The nama drawn from
the bottom of the forehead to the top of the
ear is usually visible. Many people get scarred
by seeing bird and animal motifs tattooed on
various parts of their body.

Primitive Tribes and their Rituals

The  Katunayak tribes believe
themselves to be descendants of Idabasura
from the Indian epic Mahabharata. Itapasura
was the hunting clan leader who fought
against Tirumala who went hunting in the
dense forest! If you look closely, you will
understand that forest warriors are engaged in
the work of preventing outsiders from
entering the forest to pollute the forest and
steal its resources. Although all adivasis, not
just the forest dwellers, are mistrustful of
outsiders, it is understandable that the
ancestors of the Kattunayaks were tasked with
protecting the sacredness of the forest. Their
beliefs and rituals are sentimental. The
cultural components of this tribal people,
which have no writing system and only spoken
language, remain oral literature. All of them
are news full of surprise and mystery.

The rituals prevailing in this tribe are
unique. If one of them dies, all the women in
the house keep the door closed until they
come to bury them. When all the men return
home after the burial, the deity worship takes
place. Through this, they have faith that the
deity they worship will dispel their fears and
protect them. In this, it reveals the way they
talk directly to the deity, the relationship
between the temple elder and the deity. They
observe mourning in death rituals and
perform celebratory event as the death of an
elder.

The belief that the spirits of their
ancestors will protect them from the dangers
faced in the forest is deeply rooted in them.
There are many stories that emphasize the
worship of ancestors in the stories circulating
among the people of this tribe.

Unique way of life

The way of life of this jungle-heroesis
very surprising. More than half of the year,
they spend in the forest the rest of the days
traveling with outsiders. The period with the
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outside world is called “Thangal” during which
they travel alone. The men who go to thangal
should go in separate directions and not in the
same direction. There is also a strict rule that
one should not meet the same Kattunayak
once again in his lifetime. If there is such a
meeting, then there should be a gap of one
year. Their nomadic life of kattunayaks in the
forest and outside is similar to the
"Parivrajaka" division mentioned in
Brahmanical literature. They prefer to carry
ordinary betel nut and small amount of
money while going out. In the bundle on their
shoulders, the clothes occupy the upper part.
Clothing plays a very important role in the life
of a Kattunayak. Often seen with a white
turban, some of them wear a red turban to
signify their social prestige.

Prediction and Magical Powers

This forest warrior is believed to have
the ability to predict the future and magical
powers. They are also known for performing
mantras to avenge evil doers. It is also widely
said that forests help sharpen their psychic
powers.

The lifestyle of Kattunayak community
women is very simple. They will remain
together in residence. Their only main job is to
raise children. In their free time they also sew
small draw-string bags from scrap materials.

Kattunayaks are known in Tamil Nadu
as “Kudu-kudubaikarars”. They are not seen
much during the day and roam the streets
only at night. They stand in front of some
houses and predict the future by holding the
"Udukkai" in their right hand. At night, they
stand in front of houses with the sound of
udukkai and tell their predictions about the
future and depart from there. Wild heroes do
not beg. Nothing can be more frightening than
seeing a katunaikar at night, wrapped in a
black blanket and sounding like a rag. This is
why they have the name "Jamakotangi". In the
middle of the night, the prophetic words
uttered by them amid the sound of udukki
disturb the sleep of the people, but no one
dares to open the door and look. The height
of mystery is that even the dogs who get mad
at the sight of new wives are silent at the sight
of them!
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The rituals of the kattunayakas are full
of mystery. On the moonless night of the new
moon, it is their custom to perform some
mysterious rites at the crematorium. They
worship Goddess Jakamma and Mallayar, the
Lord of the Hills. Malliyarhas two temples in
Padiyurnear Dindigulin Tamil Nadu.

Jakkammahas temples at many
places. The goddess Jakammais believed to be
the source of all their supernatural powers,
and an image of Jakammais usually kept under
a banyan treesurrounded by linden thorn. The
ritual of offering an umbrella to the Goddess
is celebrated with great reverence. Jakammais
called Kalimma and Pommakka.

The methods by which the
kattunayaks predict the future are miraculous.
Divination by means of a musical instrument is
called musical notation. Similarly, there is also
fortune-telling based on the number of
fortune-telling by spinning the fortune-tellers.
Apart from that, they are also adept at
accurately calculating the future based on
omens and certain gestures. They are also
adept at predicting the future based on the
crows croaking, lizards screeching, and birds
flying. By this one can know that Kattunayak is
well versed in all aspects of astrology.
Kattunayaks and Numerology

A very interesting form of astrology is
"mandu" gazing. It is an astrology based on
opening palm leaves. The palm fronds are
engraved with unique drawings, symbols and
images of the jungle chiefs. More than a
hundred palm fronds are painted with various
Sangeet patterns. The wild men have the
power to accurately predict a particular
person at a particular time with the help of
palm leaves containing those mystical patterns
and magical symbols. They sit in front of the
person who wants to know their future and
open a certain palm leaf while muttering
some mantras. They accurately predict the
future of the opponent by looking at the
symbols on the open leaf.

Generally, Mandu consists of a bundle
of fifty-four palm leaves. Symbols are drawn
on both sides of the leaves. So, there will be
one hundred and eight pages. If you look
carefully, you will understand that the number
nine is hidden in the number of leaves and the
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number of pages. Many people may aware of
the importance of the number nine in
numerology.

Kattunayaks worship Lord Muruga of
Pallani Hill with great devotion every year.
One of them is performing rites of atonement
for wrongdoings. Usually, nine items are kept
in these remedial rituals. The items used in
the rituals are Navadhaniam or nine types of
grains, three types of flowers, certain leaves,
cow's milk, earthen pot and purifying water. It
is worth noting that these are all natural
ingredients. It is also worth noting that some
remedies take place over nine nights. So, the
lives of the nine wild heroes are full of
inevitability. It is observed among them that
they perform penance for nine nights
continuously to cure diseases. That is, the
number of nine nights can be relied upon to
create the psychological state necessary to
cure the disease. It can be understood that
these remedial rituals are meant to provide
the psychological support the patient needs.

The river and sea play an important
role in their festivals. Katunayaks speak with
spirit. It has been believed by many people
since time immemorial that spell caster would
inscribe spells on copper plates to ward off or
ward off evil.

The “"Tayathu” made by the
Katunayaks is very popular. The talisman is
made with materials such as oiled deepam-
black soot, petals and pollen of hibiscus
flower and some yellow string on engraved
copper foil. Although the amulet looks small,
it is full of magical power. Amulets help to
ward off evil spirits and break the bondage
caused by hatred and jealousy. Not only that,
the amulet also has the power to bewitch a
person. Bring back estranged husband and
cure physical and psychological illness.
Conclusion

Kattunayaks are also famous for
practicing harmful witchcraft. It is a long-
standing rumor in Tamil Nadu that they have
the ability to see what is invisible to the
common man. In the forest, thissmall ethnic
group who lives in harmony with nature is
seen as a mysterious person with fear. They
are losing their identity completely as they
have been driven out of the forests by many
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forest laws calling them Reserve Parks, Tiger
Reserves and Elephant Habitats.

The main reason why the kattunayaks,
who were chased to the urban areas, are
unable to move towards the next stage of
development is that they are not provided
with community certificates. There is a system
of providing ethnic identity based on physical
sighs. Due to changes in lifestyle, the
Kattunayakar community has been forced to
lose their traditional and physical identity
completely. But in-depth studies of their
lifestyles and their ancient rituals need to
come out.
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