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ABSTRACT

In the revolutionary Punjab the legacy of patriotic saints is quite noteworthy. Various cults have just as
Udasis, Nihangs, Sewa panthi and the Nirmalas have contributed considerably in the freedom struggle.
But the Nirmalas have played starring role in the revolution strife of Punjab. In the dark times of
communal hatred and religious suffocation created by colonial rule; the Nirmalas were the linkage of
love and cohesion among masses. They silently spread the peaceful teachings of Sikh gurus and kept the
torch of truth alive by endorsing the Sikhism. This sect has lineage from Sikh Guru Nanak. Certainly the
gallantry, universal brotherhood, sacrifice for the cause of nationalism and love for justice are glaring
virtues of Guru Nanak Dev followed by the Nirmalas in true footings. The inheritance of revolutionary
thoughts of Guru Nanak Dev could also be seen in the saint soldier character of Guru Gobind Singh.
Present paper is an attempt to highlight the great martyr of Nirmala sect i.e. Baba Maharaj Singh, a
renowned saint of Hoti Maradan Sampardaya of Nirmala sect. He was not only a dedicated soul of the
Nirmala sect but also a political and military leader of the multitudes.
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In Punjab the legacy of revolution is very
augmented and quite fascinating. Various sects
like Udasis, Nihangs, Sewa panthi and Nirmalas;
have played imperious role in the history of
Punjab. But role of Nirmala Sect is nonetheless
insignificant. Nirmala sect is a widely known cult
in Punjab. This sect owe itself as the offshoot of
Sikhism. Sikhism has great account of brave
deeds and martyrdom. Guru Nanak Dev the first
Guru of Sikhism was the first to criticize bluntly
the atrocities of Mughal emperor Babar. He was
aggrieved to see the mass killing and mayhems
done by Mughal army. In reality, he was the first
to counter the infringement of freedom and
human rights by the Mughal intruders. He did
not get scared from the extortions of Babur and
his army. Rather he wrote Babur-vani in Persian
language. In fact, Guru Nanak was shocked to see
ill-treatment given to Dawlat Khan and his
family. He called Babur’s army as the “marriage-
party of evil” charging them for their moral

failure to forcibly demand a “dowry” (dan) from
the suffering people.! The “dowry” referred to
heavy taxes collected by the Mughal army from
the conquered subjects. In Guru Granth Sahib,
Guru Nanak had strongly condemned the
unlawful invasion of Babur. He said, “Bringing
the marriage party of sin, Babar has invaded
from Kabul, demanding our land as his wedding
gift, O Lalo. This army exploited masses
brutally”. (Paap kee janj lai kaablahu Dhaa-i-aa
joree mangai daan vay laalo)2). Guru Nanak
further denounced the painful devastation of
Lahore by saying: The city of Lahore suffered

! Singh, Pashaura(2012). Words as Weapons: Theory and
Practice of a Righteous War (Dharam Yudh) in Sikh Texts. In
Fighting Words: Religion, Violence, and the Interpretation of
Sacred Texts. Edited by John Renard. Berkeley, Los Angeles
and London: University of California Press. pp. 204-5.

2 Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib ( Tilang mehlaa 1.722-17)
Retrieved from
https://www.sikhitothemax.org/ang?ang=724&source=G
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terrible destruction for four hours. That is why
he proclaimed: “Lahore city, poison, violence, a
watch and a quarter”. (laahour sahar jahar
kahar savaa pahar).3 He did not even complete
the couplet during that moment of shock.
Actually Babar-Vani by Guru Nanak has referred
ample of proofs of verbal assaults against
Babur’s invasions. Guru Nanak had responded to
an actual life situation with his profound inner
experience and outer observation. In tune with
Akal Purakh (Almighty), he deeply reflected on
the situation at hand and placed the
responsibility on the shoulders of various
human actors from both sides.* A careful
examination of Guru Nanak’s hymns reveals a
powerful denunciation of both the invaders and
the rulers (Babur and Lodhis). In Babar- Vani he
had shown his distrust in coercion, faith in
lawful living and edginess for deteriorated living
standards of women and society in general by
reciting various hymns. The four hymns of
Babur-Vani provide us with evidence of how
Guru Nanak personally witnessed the
devastation caused by Babur’s army during the

3 Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib ||27]| (Mahalla2 p. 1412-10)
Retrieved from
https://www.sikhitothemax.org/ang?ang=1412&source=G

4 Singh Pashaura (2020), Speaking Truth to Power: Exploring
Guru Nanak’s Babar-vani in Light of the Baburnama
Religions, 11, 328; doi:10.3390/rel11070328
www.mdpi.com/journal/religions

sack of Saidpur.5 There is vividness and depth of
feeling in his descriptions of agony and
destruction in his Babur Vani’s hymns that can
be explained only as expressions of a direct,
personal experience. Instead of referring to
Babur invading Hindustan as a “god of death”
(jamu kari mughalu char. Haia)é, in Hindustani
language, here he is likened to the “angel of
death” (azra’il) by using Islamic terminology.
After hearing the fearlessness of Guru Nanak
Dev, Babur came to see him. He was surprised to
see the audacity of Guru Nanak Dev. Thus Guru
Nanak ignited the fire of autonomy and courage
in those who claimed to be his disciples (Sikhs).
He inspired them to stand up against any kind of
injustice and tyranny. For them, he set an
example to raise one’s voice at the right moment
from the standpoint of truth and justice “Nanak
speaks the Word of Truth; he will always
proclaim the Truth at the most appropriate
moment of time” (sach ki bani nanaku akhai
sachu ~ sun. aisi sach ki bela).” Thus, Guru Nanak
laid down the foundation of a fundamental Sikh
principle of “Speaking Truth to Power” for his
disciples through his bold response to the
political events of Babur’s invasions. This
precedence kept on undulating during the
stretches of all nine Gurus. The tenth Guru

> The four Hymns are related to Babur’s Saidpur invasion
(1520-21 CE)

1. Tilang 1: yak araz guftam pesh tau dargosh kun
kartar ..(Guru Granth Sahib, p. 721); | offer this one prayer
to You; please listen to it, O Creator Lord.

2. Tilang 2: bhau tera bhang khalart mera chitu . . . (Guru
Granth Sahib, p. 721); The Fear of You, O Lord God, is my
marijuana; my consciousness is the pouch which holds it.
Retrieved from

https://www.sikhitothemax.org/ang?source=G&ang=721

3. Tilang 5: jaist mai avai khasam ki bani taisar. a karm gianu
ve lalo ~ . (Guru Granth Sahib, pp. 722-23); As the speech of
the Lord comes to me, so do | express it, O Lalo. Retrieved

from https://www.sikhitothemax.org/ang?source=G&ang=722

4. Aasa 39: khurasan khasamana kia hindustan daraia . . .
(Guru Granth Sahib, p. 360). Having attacked Khuraasaan,
Babur terrified

Hindustan. Retrieved from

https://www.sikhitothemax.org/ang?ang=360&source=G

& Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib , Ibid p. 360.
" Adi Shri Guru Granth Sahib, Ibid p. 723
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Gobind Singh particularly repelled the cruelties
of Mughals. After bearing numerous treacheries
he wrote letters to Aurangzeb which are
compiled in the shape of Zafarnama. Zafarnama
is a direct admonishment on the political
partialities and mayhems piloted by Mughals. He
had derided the wretched efforts of Mughals
against Sikhs. He condemned Aurangzeb that it
is not chivalry that in war countless hordes
pounce upon just a few on opposing side. He
justified the policy of giving armed resistance to
Mughals by saying: “All modes of redressing the
wrong having failed, raising of sword is pious
and just”. (Chu kar az hama heelt e dar guzshat,
Halal ast burdan ba shamsheer dast).8. “You are
shedding the blood of people without any
reason. Remember! Your blood will also be shed
by the heavenly sword”. (Mazan Teg Bar Khoon
Kas Be-Dreg, Tura Neez Khoon Ast Ba Charkh-E
Teg)®. Guru Gobind Singh stalwartly resisted the
blood-spattered schemes of Aurangzeb and
warned him of divine justice. He proved his
bravery and courage by publicly denouncing the
ruthless and hard-nosed emperor.

Like their Sikh Gurus, Nirmalas are determined
to raise a voice against the extremities of
potentates. Sant Baba Bir Singh Naurangabadi,
Sant Baba Maharaj Singh and Sant Baba Khuda
Singh are the prominent Nirmala saints who had
contributed a lot in the struggle of freedom in
the dark age of British colonialism. Bir Singh
Naurangabadi sacrificed his life for the sake of
love and adoration of humanity. Bhai Maharaj
Singh Nirmala’s astonishing sacrifice created
another example of patriotism and devotion. At
the time of the episode of martyrdom of Baba
Veer Singh; Baba Maharaj Singh was on the duty
of Langar preparation. After his sad demise,
Baba Maharaj was deputed as the chief priest of
the dera of Naurangabad by Baba Khuda Singh.
Baba Maharaj was born in Rabbon Ludhiana in
1780. In his childhood, Bhai Maharaj Singh was
named Nihal Singh. Bhai Maharaj Singh was of
pious nature since childhood.1!® His nick name
was Nihal Singh. In his childhood he went to
Sant Tota Singh at Nirmal Dera Village

8 Guru Gobind Singh, Zafarnama verse 22. Retrieved from
https://advocatetanmoy.com/zafarnama-of-guru-gobind-singh/
9 Guru Gobind Singh, Zafarnama verse 69. Retrieved from
https://advocatetanmoy.com/zafarnama-of-guru-gobind-singh/

10 Usma, Gurdip Singh and Dilbag Singh(2006), Bhai Maharaj,
Singh Central Sikh Gurudwara Board, Singapore, p.4.

Theekariwal in District of Sangrur and then to
Sant Samund Singh Mahlon for further spiritual
destination. Here he learnt the holy scripts of
Darshan Granth (philosophy), literature, poetry,
Chhand Shastras and Vedas etc. After evaluating
the exceptional personality of Baba Maharaj
Singh, Sant Samund Singh took him to Baba
Veer Singh and was baptized there with the new
name i.e. Bhagwan Singh. He was entitled the
service of langar in the dera of Naurangabad. He
even prepared langar (religious food) for 20000
people at a stretch, while distributing langar
(religious cooking) he used to call everybody
“Maharaj”. Hence he had been named as
“Maharaj”. The Dogra and the Sandhanwalia’s
conspiracies and the tricks of the British
imperials crossed the Sutlej, destroyed a great
empire of the Punjabis. At this time, Baba Bir
Singh, Bhai Maharaj Singh, Baba Khuda Singh,
Chattur Singh and Sardar Sher Singh were the
last rays to save the Sikh kingdom. The Dogra
Chief Heera Singh and Sandhanwalia chiefs,
decided to take possession of the Lahore Darbar.
Kanwar Kashmira Singh, Pishaura Singh, Ajit
Singh and Jawahar Singh, son of Hari Singh
Nalua, had declared political absconders; they
came to Baba Bir Singh's dera to take refuge
against the atrocities of Dogras and
Sandhanwalia chiefs. The Dogra Sardar attacked
Baba Bir Singh's dera and demanded the
handover of political goons from Baba Bir Singh.
This was rejected by Baba Bir Singh. The Dogra
Sardar started firing at the camp. In this firing
Baba Bir Singh deceased.!! The sad episode of
Baba Bir Singh Naurangabad deep-rooted the
patriotism in young Baba Maharaj.12

After the martyrdom of Sant Baba Bir Singh,
Baba Maharaj (also called Bhai Maharaj and
Nihal ) Singh descended the dera Naurangabad.
Baba Maharaj dedicatedly served the
congregation even after becoming chief Mahant
of the Naurangabad dera. He had been greatly
honored by the peasants as well as the Sikh
(leaders)sardars?3. He took special care of Baba
Bir Singh’s ideals and strengthened the legacy of
the dera. His stay in Naurangabad was very

HSingh Sant Pritam, Baba Bir Singh Ji, Naurangabad, Bhai
Chattar Singh Jivan Singh, Amritsar, 2009. pp.40, 41
12'5,C.142 dated 31/7/47 Maharaj Singh belonged to village
Rabbon Ludhiana and he was present at the death of Veer
Naurangabad.

13 Singh Khushwant (2013), Sikh Itihas part two (1839-2004),
Lahore Book Shop Lajpat Rai Market Ludhiana, p.74.
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short. The zeal for sovereignty and independent
India, compelled Baba Maharaj to leave the
common way of devotion (headship)in the dera
(residential spiritual pace of Sikhs). He handed
over the administration of Naurangabad dera to
Baba Khuda Singh and Baba Chhote Singh and
moved towards Muthiyan Wala. He was moved
by the political turmoil and British intention to
usurp Punjab. Lahore Darbar had become a
place of intrigues. Due to the hunger of power
and disloyalty to mother land, numerous
established businessmen and nobles had
become prey to the British conspiracies.!* Baba
Maharaj Singh wanted to ignite the sentience of
independence amongst Indians. In Prema
conspiracy case, an objection was framed
against Bhai Maharaj Singh and made him a
revolutionary. Prema of Wazirabad and his
brother Mohra were the main figures in this
conspiracy.

The conspiracy was that the British Resident
Henry Lawrence and the supporters of other
British

supporters will be killed when they attended a
gathering in Shalimar Bagh. Bhai Maharaj Singh
was a highly regarded man and the leader of
masses. British officers chose him because of
this reason. He had stamped his approval on
this conspiracy and gave his blessing by offering
a sword to Prema.!> This conspiracy was the first
bold expression of displeasure against the
British Government. But three days before the
occurrence of this intrigue, the plan leaked and
Prema and his companions were arrested and
brought to Lahore. Bhai Maharaj Singh at that
time was at Aurangabad.16

On June 1847, Henry Lawrence sent his report to
Governor General, it was clear in his report that
Bhai Maharaj Singh had played a major role in
Prema's conspiracy. More over this clampdown
was the strong reflection of British suppression
and perfidious policies against Indian
revolutionaries. Henry Lawrence ordered Bhai
Maharaj Singh to appear in front of the council
but Bhai Maharaj Singh refused to obey the

14Singh Dr. Paramijit and Kaur Jaswinder (2014), Bhai Maharaj
Singh Ji, Jeevan Atte Shahadat, Bhai Chattar Singh Jivan
Singh, Amritsar, p.15

15 Singh Kirpal and M.L. Ahluwalia(1988), Punjab de Modhi
Sutanrta Sangramiye, Singh Brothers, Amritsar, p.73.

16 Suri Sohan Lal (1972), Umdat-ut-Twarikh, Tranlated by
V.S. Suri, Punjab Itihas Parkashan, Chandigarh, , Vol-V, p.37.

resident's order and went underground to avoid
his arrest. This was the beginning of an open
dissidence between Maharaj Singh and the
British Government.l” Observing the increasing
suppression of Brirish, he organized a great
congregation (samagam) at Amritsar. A huge
crowd gathered here which included all sects of
society just as Hindu, Muslims, Sadhus, saints
and common people. This multitude of crowd
scared British. In this meet Baba Maharaj
discussed straightforwardly the unnecessary
interference of British in local matters and also
pointed out the elimination of British from
Punjab with the assistance of Punjabis. The large
volume of Indian gathering was against British
expansionist policies. Fearless proclamation of
Baba Maharaj forced British administration to
keep him under observation. Maharani Jinda
gained full support from Baba Maharaj Singh in
her struggle against colonialism. Whenever
Maharani Jinda used to come to Amritsar with
Maharaja Dalip Singh, she specially took care to
pay obeisance to Baba Maharaj. To curve the
influence of Baba Mahara,j British conspired
against him by fabricating false cases. A false
report by Prema was prompted by British
against the planned murder of Resident
Lawence and his companion with the secret help
of Maharani Jindan.

About this Lieutenant Colonel H. S.
Lawrence wrote to Governor General Dulhouzi
on 1st June 1847 about the four complaints of
Prema against Baba Maharaj Singh. He further
added that the suspicious behaviour of him was
serious matter of concern. His behaviour was
incited by the regular and conspicuous visits of
Maha Rani Jinda to him.18

Without having proof against Baba Maharaj
Singh British government issued arrest warrants
and sent Jaissal Singh with 50 spies on 15t June
1847 at Amritsar. But Baba Maharaj Singh
escaped from there. Escaping from the police, he
inspired the masses through influential
discourses to Kkick Firangi(British) out from
Punjab?9. British government announced the

17 Government Records Punjab, Lahore Political Diaries,
Punjab Government Press, 1909, Vol-3 pp.75, 110, 111
18Kotha Guru Giani Balwant Singh (2009), Nirmal Panth di
Gaurav Gatha, published by Shreeman 108 Mahant Balwant
Singh Secretary Shukdev Kuti Bhavan Bag Kankhal Haridwar,
p.138.

19 Singh Khushwant(2013)Sikh Itihas part two(1839-2004)
Lahore Book Shop Lajpat Rai Market Ludhiana, 2013 p.74
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price of Rs.1000 first and afterwards increased it
to Rs. 10,000 for the arrest of Baba Maharaj.20
On 23rd June 1847 S.Lahina Singh Majithiya was
ordered to confiscate the whole property of
Baba Maharaj Singh. He completed the auction in
Rs.6000. Maharani Jinda was imprisoned on 19
August 1847 at the fort of Shekhupura.
Numerous cohorts of Baba Maharaj were
arrested by the British government just as
Jeewan Singh, Budh Singh and Chet Singh and
many more etc. The increased anti British
activities of Maharaj Singh, fervor a public
opinion in favor of him. Public started to believe
that the regime of British was of short age.

Diwan Moolraj also fought a war against the
British rule with Bahawalpuriyan on 18% June
1848 at Kineri. The armed forces of Edwards
and Courtland conspired with the armies of
Bahawalpuriyans and again defeated Moolraj at
Sadosam. Moolraj was forced to go back to
Multan. He was surrounded by forces of royal
court from North and Lake, Edwards and
Coutland in South. He feared final loss. At this
crucial times Bhai Maharaj came forward for
help. Due to his outstanding military
commander sKkills, he recruited volunteers and
the army of more than a thousand pilgrims was
ready under his command until he reached
Multan.2!  Bhai Maharaj Singh was strongly
welcomed wupon reaching Multan. Moolraj
himself appeared for the welcome of Bhai
Maharaj Singh. He offered 40 gold coins as a
tribute. As a result of meeting of Bhai Maharaj
Singh with Moolraj, there was a phenomenal
activity in the movement. British senses were
frozen when they came to know that Bhai
Maharaj Singh reached Multan, Baba Maharaj
Singh fully inspired people to support Moolraj.
His personal visit to Moolraj, reinforced
Moolraj’'s moral and hesitatingly became a
national leader from a common radical. Forces
from whole of the Punjab supported Moolraj.22

But unfortunately in the battle of Multan, the
British defeated Moolraj and he was arrested
and brought to Lahore. He was sentenced to

20 Singh Nahar (1968), Document Relating to Bhai Maharaj
Singh, The Sikh History Source Material Research
Association, Ludhiana, p.2

21 Ahluwalia M.L. and Singh Kirpal (1988), Punjab de Modhi
Sutanrta Sangramiye, Singh Brothers, Amritsar p.75.

22 Singh Khushwant (2013), Sikh Itihas part two(1839-2004)
Lahore Book Shop Lajpat Rai Market Ludhiana, p.82.

black water, but Moolraj died on the way to
Lahore.23 After the defeat of Multan, Bhai
Maharaj Singh conceded his army from Multan.
At the same time, Sardar Chattar Singh Atari
wala was also planning to fight against the
British in Hazara. Bhai Maharaj Singh wanted to
reach him but going to Hazara from Multan was
not free from danger. Therefore, he choose the
route along with the Pakpattan, Mukatsar,
Anandpur and the hills of Punjab.2* Despite this
long route, Bhai Maharaj Singh reached
Rawalpindi. Yet the rebel forces were ready to
move to Lahore. They met with Sardar Chattar
Singh. The anti-British movement got great
encouragement with the arrival of Bhai Maharaj.
Besides this, Chattar Singh's son Sher Singh also
joined the battle. Prior to joining the war, Bhai
Maharaj Singh spent Rs 50,000 on Prashad,
which was given to soldiers for success in war.
There was a war between the Sikhs and the
British forces at Ram Nagar. In which the British
were badly defeated. The British officers
believed that the credit of this success goes to
Bhai Maharaj Singh because he was involved in
the front row of the Sikh forces. After the
conquest of Ram Nagar, the British were asked
to get out of Lahore so that the fight could be
stopped.2> The British decided to continue the
fight rather than compromise with Sher Singh
and Bhai Maharaj (also known as Baba Maharaj
)Singh. On January 13, 1849, another war broke
out between the Khalsa army and the British at
the Chillianwala. The Khalsa army fought very
bravely. After holding the rule of India, the
British once again had to face defeat at
Chillianwala. To celebrate the victory of
Punjabis, Sher Singh Atari Wala received 21
guns’ salute. The British were not ready to give
up their defeats in any way. They came to
Gujarat pursuing Sikh forces. There was a
decisive battle on 21 February 1849 in Gujarat.
In which the British won.

Although Baba Maharaj Singh’s planned military
mutiny in Punjab had failed, yet he kept on
promulgating the spirit of freedom in
Gujranwala and other places against British. The

23 Singh Dr. Paramjit and Kaur Jaswinder (2014), Bhai
Maharaj Singh Ji, Jeevan Atte Shahadat, Bhai Chattar Singh
Jivan Singh, Amritsar, p.68.

24 Government Record Press, Lahore Political Diaries, Punjab
Government Press, 1909, Vol-1V, p.502

25 Kohli Sita Ram (2012), Sunset of the Sikh Empire, Orient
Black Swan, New Delhi, p.174
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British government tried to arrest him but he
escaped from there. About four hundred English
police men were deputed to capture but he went
to Jhang. They chased him there but could not
succeed. Baba Maharaj went to Sherkot. There
he was appreciated and honored by the people.
In Lahore a rumor was spread of his death in the
river. British felt a sigh of relief on this news for
a few moments. Baba ji kept on moving from one
place to another but English could not seize him.
But Baba Maharaj started rearranging the
people for another revolt in Batala,
Chambi(Kashmir), Majha, Malwa and Doaba. He
wanted to fight the war of revolt with the help of
Maharani Jinda and Maharaja Dalip Singh and
tried to get them free from the clutches of cruel
English government. Knowing the intentions of
Baba Maharaj, British officers shifted Maharani
Jinda to Allahabad from Shekhupura fort.26
Afterwards Maharani Jinda was shifted to the
fort of Chunar(Uttar Pradesh). It is established
that she went to Nepal from here. But there was
a great plan of Baba Mahraj behind this move.
Maharani Jinda could only escape from the fort
of Chunar because of the planned intrigue of
Baba Mahraj and his five Nirmala saints i.e. Sant
Ranjodh Singh, Sant Randhir Singh, Sant
Ranbeer Singh, Sant Ranvijay Singh and Sant
Ranvikram Singh. They fully trained Marani
Jinda and her attendant. They guided and paved
their way to Nepal safely by leading the root in
advance. After safe crossing of Indo-Nepal
border, in Kathmandu they arranged her
imperial armor in the Palace of Thapabali
Ranawan?7,

British treacherously over powered Sikh state
and made it an integral part of British rule. All
the rights of Maharaja Dalip Singh’s family were
yielded. Lahore Darbar was overpowered by
British regime. Mahahraja Dalip Singh was
directly put under their unswerving control
British kept on chasing Baba Maharaj. They
chased him through few of his followers.
Consequently, he was arrested near Adampur
with the help of an informer. Baba Maharaj was
taken to Jalandhar jail, where all Sikh guards
paid regards to him. Hindu devotees kept on
visiting the jail throughout the day. The deputy

% bid, p. 175.

27 Kotha Guru Giani Balwant Singh(2009), Nirmal Panth di
Gaurav Gatha, published by Shreeman 108 Mahant Balwant
Singh Secretary Shukdev Kuti Bhavan Bag Kankhal Haridwar.
Pp.163-164.

commissioner was upset to see such a great
dedication of all sects of people for Baba
Maharaj. He deputed some Muslim security
guards for this purpose. His fear is quite evident
from the letter of Deputy Commissioner of 30t
December 1849.28

28 Kotha Guru Giani Balwant Singh(2009), Nirmal Panth di
Gaurav Gatha, published by Shreeman 108 Mahant Balwant
Singh Secretary Shukdev Kuti Bhavan Bag Kankhal Haridwar.
p 142-144.

D.F. Macloud Square

Commissioner and superintendent
Trans Satluj

Office Deputy Commissioner
Jalandhar

30"December 1849

Dear Sir,

1.  When Baba Maharaj ji was sent to jail,
Sikh guards bowed to Baba Maharaj. For
the whole day, devotees keep on pouring
for the holy look (darshan) of Baba ji. |
was a favorite of Hindu community but
because of this arrest | had become the
most hatred one.

2. Another fact which I could add over here is
that hundreds of devotees daily come to see
him. I am deadly confirmed that Jalandhar
is not a safe place for the custody of Baba
Maharaj. Thus it is expected that he should
be kept in European officer’s custody.

3. Guru (Baba Maharaj) is not a commoner.
He is as important for common masses as
was Yeeshu for the people. His miracle
was overviewed by thousands of people
and is considered as miraculous as the
other incarnations.

4. But now this person is controlled now.
The voice which could shake the whole
world from Patiala to Peshawar is now
slowed down. The individual who was God
someday is in our hands now. All of his
plans are shattered now.

5. If you ask me about the proof of his
strategy, | have none. The arrested parties
have also not told anything about the
conspiracy. At this time Baba Maharaj is in
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The East India Company celebrated
the arrest of Baba Maharaj. A letter dated On
18th January 1850 displays the rejoice of English
officers. They felt Baba Maharaj’s arrest as
utmost important. They exhibited full
confirmation and support to Governor General

conflict to die of hunger strike. From the
last 38 hours he had confined to his
determination of hunger strike. Either he
will die with unforgettable imprints on his
followers or he will spend the rest of his
life in jail with deep sense of shame. But
still 1 have no proof of his plots.

6. Hence | am anxious if the Deputy —
Commander of Sikh forces i.e. Terner did
not take responsibility of his care, the | will
hand over this culprit in the safe of
Brigadier Wheeler B.C. or well tighten his
security by deputing Muslim guards with
large number of irregular horse spies.

7. This is my dire wish that | should not high
light the towering personality of this
person and should treat him as a normal
captive. But at the same time | am unable
to oppose the great nation and its great
heritage.

8. Thus if Maharaj Singh escapes from police
custody, then his ideology will become the
ideology of whole Sikh state. In this
situation it could be submitted that it would
have been better not to arrest him.

9. In conclusion it could be said that no
strictness will be done with Maharaj Singh.
Neither he had been chained nor shackled.
But if this ordinary looking man dies of
hunger than he will become immortal
martyr and if he dies a slow death in prison
then people will forget him gradually,
which will be a bad thing.

My self

Signature/H. Wensitert

Deputy Commissioner

Jalandhar

Office Deputy Commissioner
30" December 1849

Wensistert to take special care of such political
prisoner.2® In the end at 23 March 1850
Governor General ordered to exile Maharaj
Singh in the jail of Singapore. The jailor had been
strictly ordered to keep him in the second floor
to have distance from other prisoners. On 8t
May 1850 Baba Maharaj and one of his devotee
i.e. Kharhak Singh were sent by ship to
Singapore. Both of them were kept on the upper
floor of the jail. They were kept aloof from other
prisoners. Dungeon of Baba Maharaj was quite
tight and unhygienic to survive. There was no
sun light and fresh air available. Not a single step
for any movement was possible there. But still
he enjoyed his meditation and involvement in
(reminiscence of god) naam. Superintendent and
whole staff of the jail were very happy with the
behaviour and conduct of Baba Maharaj but they
were very teased with conduct of Kharhak Singh.
They were deprived of the basic minimum needs
such as good living space, food and lowest health
services. Baba Maharaj lost his eyes and his
health started to decline. He had cancer at the
back of his tongue. The regular bleeding had
made his health extremely poor. As there was no
arrangement of cleaning the room, the filth
badly influenced the heath of Baba Maharaj. He
even got serious trouble in his knees, as there
was no legroom. Indians forgot all tortures and
torments tolerated by Baba Maharaj. The cancer
at the back of tongue became fatal. His health
deteriorated rapidly. Due to his sickness he
could not eat anything for two months. The
health conditions worsened and he died on 5%
July 1856 in Singapore’s Outram prison.30

But British officers from head constable to
Deputy Commissioner, Governor and Viceroy all
have stored up every information regarding
Baba ji Maharaj in the shape of letters, diaries
and files of court cases; all contain very
significant information in order. Although he
was called scoundrel, thief, villain or national
traitor but they always appreciated his great
sacrifice and love for freedom. The Royal
Diaries of Lahore cover IV(1846-48) a reference
by Major George St.P. Lawrence agent North
Western Border to the revolt of Multan and
escape of Maharaj Singh and transfer of Captain
Nicholson; letter of H.Vensittert Deputy

29 |bid p145.

30 Singh Nahar (1968), Document Relating to Bhai Maharaj
Singh No. 84, The Sikh History Source Material Search
Association, Ludhiana.
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Commissioner dared 30t December 1849 in
which he referred the arrest of Baba Maharaj
and the deputation of more security guards and
appointment of Captain Terner; deportation of
Baba Maharaj to Singapore as a royal prisoner
by Lord Dalhouzi Governor General vide letter
dated 9t April 185031, It is further added that
this saintly hero died like warrior without
moving a single inch from his commitment. He
fought with his disease with the same courage as
he fought against foreign rule.32

Many letters were written by the jail authorities
to report about the deterioration of his health
which had been kept secret in British record. All
of his letters were kept in the files of Singapore
police only. From 1846 to 1856(till his last
breath) Baba Maharaj kept his words and fought
against the imperialistic British rule both in
words and in deeds. It is predictable from this
that Maharaj Singh was the first Sikh freedom
fighter of the slave India and he proved his
worth. It is noteworthy to mention here that
Bahi Maharaj was the spiritual head of Nirmala
religious order of Punjab. As pointedly
submitted by Singh Harjeet:

[It] must not be forgotten that Bhai Maharaj
Singh was also the Head of the Religious Order,
now known as Hoti Mardan Vali Sant Khalsa
Sampardai, which had been established by Bhai
Daya Singh, one of the five Panj Piyaras of Guru
Gobind Singh Bhai Maharaj Singh was
therefore not only revolutionary fighter who tried
to save the Sikh Kingdom but also a recognized
religious personage of high standing, true saint of
the Sikh faith, who died the death of the martyr.33

Baba Maharaj Singh Ji was an amazing Sant and
at the same time a Sipahi (Soldier). Baba
Maharaj Singh incessantly stressed the necessity
of re-establishing the Sikh Empire and to save
the successor of the Sikh Empire, the last

3L bid pp 149-151.

32 Chahal Simmy and Bhullar Sukhjit Kaur (2018), Bhai
Maharaj Singh Freedom Fighter

www.ijert.org © IJCRT | Volume 6, Issue 2 April 2018 |
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33 Singh Harinder (2017), Bhai Maharaj Singh Freedom Fighter

for Panjab

https://sikhri.org/articles/bhai-maharaj-singh-freedom-fighter-
for-panjab

surviving son of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh -
Maharaja Duleep Singh. Baba Maharaj Singh Ji
had made it very difficult for the traitor Heera
Singh and for the British Government to sleep
without worry.34 In nut shell it could be urged
that a saint and a soldier sacrificed his life for
the sake of free India. Bur his untold martyrdom
and indefinable memories got faded. A few
efforts are made by some of patriotic societies to
commemorate his contributions to young
generation through latest techniques. But every
such effort look dwarf in front of his towering
personality, extraordinary courage is
exceptional sacrifice. This Nirmala will continue
to be source of inspiration for freedom lovers of
this country and his name will be counted
among the galaxy of patriots of India.

34 Baba Maharaj Singh https://sabh13.com/baba-maharaj-singh/
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