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Abstract 
 Exploration is a process of investigation that helps to understand more about thesociety, 
culture, art, and architecture for valuing the human efficiency of the past. TheRenaissance impacted on 
art, literature, and architecture that ledto intellectual upheaval from 14th to 17th century. The Baroque 
style led more realistic expression and dramatic movement to architectures and sculpture immediately 
after the Renaissance.It gained popularity from 1600s to 1750s as the Renaissance started losing its 
prominent attraction in the field.Though there were civilizations found in many places in the world, 
Europe got a special attention in the history due to its unique methods of keeping the events in records 
and the long lasting architectural marvels. Postmodernism created a plenty of opportunities for the 
writers to extend their imagination beyond fictional narratives that provided a deep understanding 
about the past histories with fictional plot. Dan Brown is an American author. His works represent and 
promote the Renaissance and the Baroque style by incorporating the works of Leonardo da Vinci, 
Michelangelo Buonarroti, Raphael Santi, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, Sandro Botticelli, Andrea del Verrocchio, 
and Dante Alighieri.Angels & Demons andThe Da Vinci Codeare taken for the present study to bring out 
the interconnectedness of art of architectures during the Renaissance and the Baroque periods. 
Keywords: S. Maria della vittoria, Piazza del Popola, Navona Square, St. Peter Square, The Vitruvian 
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Renaissance and Baroque style have been 
remembered for theirdeep impact on art and 
architecture for centuries. Histories of the past 
influence the contemporary society through 
literary writings that respect the significant 
works of sculptors, painters, architects, and 
philosophers of the Renaissance and Baroque 
style. The existing monumental buildings are 
the visible representatives of the past to 
propagate the skills of the Renaissance people 
who have built the gigantic structures all 

around Europe. Dan Brown’s fond of 
Renaissance is one of the key elements in his 
narratives that create the select novels of 
Brown as guide to European culture and 
history.Europe became a hub of art and 
architecture due to the revival of learning of 
Greek and Roman ideals. The writers in literary 
area use not only the sophisticated life style of 
Europe but also the architectural marvels of the 
Renaissance  and the Baroque Style in their 
writings. 
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 Angels & Demonscelebrates the works 
of Gian Lorenzo Bernini, Leonardo da Vinci, 
Michelangelo Buonarroti, and Raphael 
Santithroughout the novel to resurface the 
history of Renaissance and the Baroque style. 
Brown has set the fictional characters in the 
novel in and around Europe to show the 
significant contribution of Gian Lorenzo Bernini 
as sculptor and architect during the Baroque 
style.The Story of Art by H.W. Janson describes 
the contribution of Bernini to the Baroque as: 
 Gian Lorenzo Bernini, the great Baroque 
sculptor and architect, was responsible for 
some  of the most magnificent works of art in 
Rome during the 17th century. His masterpiece, 
 the ‘Ecstasy of Saint Teresa’, is a 
breathtaking example of his skill and artistry. 
This  sculpture, created between 1647 and 
1652, depicts the moment when Saint Teresa of 
 Ávila is pierced by the arrow of divine 
love. Bernini’s innovative use of light and 
 shadow, as well as his masterful 
rendering of the human form, make this work a 
true  masterpiece of Renaissance art.” (483) 
 In the beginning of Angels & Demons, 
Leonardo Vetra was brutally assassinated at 
Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire 
(CERN), Switzerland and left a code of message, 
Illuminati. By connecting the murder plot from 
Switzerland to the Vatican, Brown has set the 
historical places and master pieces of Baroque 
style as connecting spots to reveal the reason 
for the murder. Illuminati are connected to the 
four elements, Earth, Air, Fire, and Water and 
the elements used to kill the abducted cardinals 
of the Vatican expose the conflict between the 
religion and science. At the same time, the four 
elements symbolically representthe Altars of 
Science and architectural marvel of Lorenzo 
Bernini in Rome.Robert Langdon, a Harvard 
Professor of Art, leads the role as a code 
breaker in Angels & Demons right from the 
beginning, whose professional knowledge in art 
history reveals the background of each 
sculpture with significance of Baroque style. 
 Brown sets the first murder of the 
Cardinal Ebner at the Chigi Chapel of Santa 

Mariadel Popola in Rome. The first element, 
Earth, is branded on the deceased Cardinal 
Ebner’s chest connected to the significance of 
the place of occurrence which is considered as 
one of the Altars of Science. The Altars of 
Science is a fictional term in Angels & Demons 
by which Dan Brown connects the elements 
Earth, Air, Fire, and Water to each altar in 
Rome. The Earth connected to the first Altar of 
Science is Habakkuk and the Angel. Habakkuk 
and the Angel was a sculpture created by Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini. It was set up in the niche of the 
Chigi Chapel in 1661 but Bernini started the 
work in 1656. Bernini’s Habakkuk and the Angel 
is still seen in the Chigi Chapel and it represents 
the values of Baroque styleeven after many 
centuries. 
 Habakkuk and the Angel has been 
placed in the Chigi Chapel to connect the high 
spirit of Renaissance which is considered as a 
masterpiece of High Renaissance architecture. 
Brown’s interest in Renaissance and Baroque 
models of works has highlighted unique 
features of both in paintings, architectures, and 
sculptures in Angels & Demons. Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini’s marble sculptures, Habakkuk and the 
Angel and Daniel in the Lion’s Den have been 
placed in the Chigi Chapel and they 
demonstrate the Biblical story with the realistic 
expression through art. In Angels & Demons, 
Habakkuk and the Angelshows the direction to 
the second Altar of Science which is supposed 
to be the place of the Illuminati to kill the 
second cardinal. But, Brown’s narratives take 
back to the background of the sculpture with 
the sculptor, Bernini that describes the 
conversation between the prophet, Habakkuk 
and the Angel’s emotional movements of 
following the direction of God through an angel. 
Though the idea of Habakkuk and the Angel is 
taken from the Bible, Bernini’s artistic creativity 
made the sculpture as a long standing historical 
marvel to express the style of the 
Baroque.Howard Hibbard’s Bernini praises 
emotional exposure of Bernini as: 
“Bernini’s‘Habakkuk and the Angel’ is a work of 
great dramatic intensity, with the angel’s 
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powerful grasp and Habakkuk’s dynamic 
movement. The sculpture is a masterpiece of 
Baroque art, showcasing Bernini’s ability to 
convey emotion and drama through his 
work”(143).The marble sculpture of Habakkuk 
and the Angel shows two directions to the 
protagonists in Angels & Demons by which the 
plot in the novel creates puzzles and suspense 
to the readers.  
 The second Altar of Science is St. Peter’s 
Square where the second Cardinal Lamassé’s 
lungs have been punctured and he is branded 
with the word, Air: “Cardinal Lamassé was 
murdered in St Peter’s Square ten minutes ago. 
He died of perforations to the chest. He was 
brandedwith the word ̋Air ̏, also 
ambigrammatic” (Demons 346). St. Peter’s 
Square is yet another marvelous work of Bernini 
whose baroque style of architecture made a 
unique shape for the square. The colonnades of 
St. Peter’s Square literally welcome the faithful 
to the sacred Church; also it stands for the 
Counter-Reformation to show its unique 
structure by which it celebrates the Catholic 
orthodoxy. 
 The church of Santa Maria della Vittoria 
shelters the sculpture, Ecstasy of St. Teresa 
which is the third marker of Illuminati in Angels 
& Demons. The third element, Fire is used to kill 
the cardinal, Guidera in the church of Santa 
Maria della Vittoria where Ecstasy of St. Teresa 
has been placed on the left niche of the wall. 
Brown keeps the order of the Altars of science 
which points to Bernini’s Ecstasy of St. Teresa. 
Ecstasy of St. Teresa is one of the most 
controversial as well as the most realistic 
marblesculptures by Gian Lorenzo Bernini. The 
sculpture expressesspiritual and sensual 
pleasure through the body language of both the 
angel and Saint Teresa. Though Bernini’s 
creation of Ecstasy of St. Teresa was spiritual, 
the appearance got some controversies of 
sexual expression. The male angel holds a 
sphere in his right hand as St. Teresa lies at his 
feet in light rays depicts the real human feelings 
in the Baroquestyle: “St Teresa was a nun 
sainted after she claimed an angel had paid her 

a blissful visit in her sleep. Critics later decided 
her encounter had probably been more sexual 
than spiritual” (Demons 376). 
 The Fountain of the Four Rivers is the 
fourth Altar of Science in Angels & Demons. 
Brown sets the forth cardinal, Baggia’s death in 
the fountain in the middle of Piazza Navona. 
The Fountain of the Rivers is the heaviest 
sculpture and almost impossible work during 
the time of Bernini. By the commission of Pope 
Innocent X in 1651, Bernini made the fountain 
to represent the four rivers of four continents; 
they are the Nile in Africa, Danube in Europe, 
Ganges in Asia, and Rìo de la Plata in 
theAmericas. Brown has ended the connection 
between the Altars of Science and Bernini’s 
some of the masterpieces in Angels & Demons 
with more respect and tribute to him.Gian 
Lorenzo Bernini’s marble sculptures are not 
only the existing unbeatable products of 
Baroque style but also the real and dramatic 
movements of human thoughts: 
 A cross, Langdon thought, still amazed 
by the arrangement of the markers across  
  Rome. Bernini’s Fountain of the 
Four Riverswas the last altar of science. Only 
hours  ago Langdon had been standing in the 
Pantheon convinced the Path of Illumination 
 had been broken and he would never 
get this far. It had been a foolish blunder. In 
 fact,  the entire path was intact. 
Earth, Air, Fire, Water.And Langdon had 
followed it … from  beginning to end. 
(Demons 451) 
  The Renaissance has influenced Dan 
Brown’s narratives in the select novels in many 
ways. Dan Brown never fails to acknowledge 
the impact of the great artists, sculptures, and 
philosophers of the Renaissance on the 
contemporary world through the writings in 
fiction.The Da Vinci Code strands for the 
Renaissance ideals by which it retells the story 
of Leonardo da Vinci, and Michelangelo with a 
different perspective. In the beginning of The 
Da Vinci Code, Dan Brown sets a stage for Da 
Vinci’sVitruvian Man in The Da Vinci Code that 
was the original idea of Vitruvius, a Roman 
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architect and engineer during the 1st 
centuary.Jacques Saunière’s self position as 
TheVitruvian Man before he died in the 
beginning of The Da Vinci Codetakes the plot 
into the history of high Renaissance. 
 Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man was 
more significant drawing during the high 
Renaissance.TheVitruvian Man was a significant 
drawing to study more about human anatomy 
and proportions, particularly when the society 
was not aware about the internal structure of 
human body. Throughout the Renaissance, 
Leonardo da Vinci earned popularity by his 
contribution to humanism, art, and science. 
Brown’s utmost respect for Leonardo da Vinci is 
seen in The Da Vinci Code which traces the 
paintings of Da Vinci through the fictional plots: 
 ‘The Vitruvian Man,’ Langdon gasped. 
Saunière had created a life-size replica of 
 Leonardo da Vinci’s most famous 
sketch. 
 Considered the most anatomically 
correct drawing of its day, Da Vinci’s The 
Vitruvian  Man had become a modern-day 
icon of culture, appearing on posters, mouse 
pads and T- shirts around the world. The 
celebrated sketch consisted of a perfect circle in 
which was  inscribed a nude male … his 
arms and legs outstretched in a naked spread-
eagle. (Code 71) 
 Brown sets his suspense in The Da Vinci 
Code around Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpieces 
that give a clear-cut idea of the Renaissance to 
the readers with the historical background.The 
Last Supper was an outstanding drawing of Da 
Vinci in the Christianity that helped to 
understand more about the Biblical verses. The 
high Renaissance’s one of the finestproducts 
was The Last Supper which containedimage of 
Jesus Christ and his twelve disciplesat the last 
meal before he was crucified.Brown takes the 
painting of Da Vinci to substantiate his 
interpretation for the Holy Grail.The Last Supper 
is still displayed on the wall of the dining hall of 
the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in 
Milan, Italy. Da Vinci has used oil-tempera 
technique in the painting rather than traditional 

method of fresco.The Last Supper reflects 
psychological and emotional movements at the 
last meal of Jesus Christ that is perfectly 
representing realism in art. Brown’s narrative in 
The Da Vinci Codeis a kind of pursuit of 
intellectual and artistic exploration that has 
created psychological and intellectual 
connection to the Renaissance and its 
undeniable influence in the contemporary 
literary writing. 
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