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ABSTRACT 

 Growth of population, density of population, man and land ratio, sex ratio and literacy are the 
elements of population which are important in the social, cultural and economic development of the 
region. Man is both creature and made of his environment. Man is being a powerful geographical factor 
on the earth surface not only determines the economic pattern of resources utilization but is himself a 
very dynamic important resource for the society. He plays a crucial role in the entire progress of 
production and he is also beneficiary of the whole of resources utilization and economic developments. 
The present research paper highlights geographical analysis of demographic profile of thane district.   
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Introduction: 

Thane district is situated between 180, 42’ north 
latitudes to 200, 20’ north latitudes and 720, 45’ 
east longitudes to 730, 48’ east longitudes. Total 
geographical area of the district is 9558 sq.km. 
There are 15 Tahsil in the district. They are 
Thane, Kalyan, Bhiwandi, Ulhasnagar, 
Ambernath, Vasai, Murbad, Vikramgad, 
Shahapur, Palghar, Vada, Mokhada, Dahanu, 
Talasari, and Jawhar. There are variations in 
Growth of Population, Density of Population, 
Literacy and Sex Ratio of Population in this 
Tahsil. In 2011-12 out of the total geographical 
area nearly 80% area is under forest in the 
Talasari, Dahanu, Palghar, Jawhar, Mokhada, 
Shahapur, Murbad, Vada tahsil. Other Tahsil were 
having moderate area under forest. It means that 
there is wide scope for Urban Sprawl of Thane 
District. 

Aims and Objectives:  

1) Examined the availability of infra-structural 
and geographical factors on which  
the development and growth of Population 
depend. 

     2)   To study Population development in Thane 
district.  

     3)   Determine the population characteristics 
and its effect on Urban sprawl.  

Database and Methodology:  

The primary and secondary data will be used for 
the study. Particularly the period of study will be 
chosen from 1991 to 2012 for the collection of 
primary data, special questionnaires will be used. 
The broad picture of Demographic pattern of 
Population will be prepared with the help of 
secondary data obtained from Socio-Economic 
review, District statistical abstract and District 
census handbook etc. 

Growth of Population:  

The growth of population in any area is an index 
of its economic development, social awaking and 
many other characters. The growth of population 
is one of the significant factors associated with 
man’s occupancy in other words in the flows in 
size from time to time and people migrate 
temporary or permanently, both within the 
administrative boundaries and across them. The 
present pattern of population growth is simply 
the latest phase of census of growth trend in the 
past. The trends of population growth are basic to 
the charges in the overall geographic personality 
of any area.  

The growth of population since 1951 to 2011. 
The growth rate of population has a great 
significance for the geographer formula is using 
for growth of population.  
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𝒓 =
𝑷𝒏 − 𝑷𝟎

𝑷𝟎 
 × 𝟏𝟎𝟎  

 r = Denotes Growth rate of population 

Pn = Denotes current year population  

P0 = Denotes base year population 

Table No. 1 deals Decadal growth rate of 
population from 1951 to 2011. The highest 
growth rate is recorded in 1981-91 decades and 
the lowest growth rate was recorded in last 

decade 2001 to 2011. Rural population growth 
rate shows us ups and downs in its growth rate. 
The highest increases in rural population 
(28.21%) were observed in 1971-81. While the 
lowest increase in rural population (-0.51%) was 
found in the decade 1981-91. There are 
remarkable ups and down in urban population 
the highest growth rate (128.31%) in 1981-91 in 
Thane district. While the lowest growth rate 
(32.10%) was recorded in 1951-61 decades. 

 

Table No. 1 

Decadal Variation of Population Since 1951 in Thane District. 

     

Sr.No. Decadal Year  
Growth of Population 

General  Rural Urban 

1 1951-1961 28.91 27.58 32.10 

2 1961-1971 38.60 26.15 65.57 

3 1971-1981 46.89 28.21 79.77 

4 1981-1991 56.62 -0.51 128.31 

5 1991-2001 54.92 20.12 73.95 

6 2001-2011 36.01 23.01 76.99 

Source: Computed by Author 

Graph No. 1.1 
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Density of Population:  

A region having higher mark land ratio at early 
stage of development will have unemployment 
problem. A higher density will indicate lower 
standard for living and less mobility of labour. A 
higher density of population will also have 
simply greater economic activities and an 
oblivious urge for improved standard of living a 
greater struggle for existence and continuous 
competition. Table No. 2 shows that density of 
Thane district is 1,157 persons per sq.km. The 
highest density is noticed in Ulhasnagar Tahsil 
38930 persons per sq.km. and lowest density is 
noticed in Shahapur Tahsil 192 persons per 
sq.km. 

Table No. 2 

Talukawise Density Of Thane District 
2011 

 

Sr.No. Taluka  Density  

1 Dahanu 336 

2 Talasari 532 

3 Jawhar  218 

4 Palghar  437 

5 Vikramgad 251 

6 Mokhada  194 

7 Vada  458 

8 Kalyan  4898 

9 Thane 11121 

10 Ambernath 1846 

11 Bhiwandi 1642 

12 Ulhasnagar  38930 

13 Murbad  203 

14 Vasai 2370 

15 Shahapur 192 

Total District 1157 

Source: Computed by Author.  

 

Map No. 2.1 
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Literacy:  

Literacy is necessary for all those who which to 
practice the occupation on modern lines. Literacy 
and population growth are two factors which 
bring about a change in agriculture. Therefore the 
work of literacy has to assess by its effectiveness 

as an instruments of industrial development of 
progression lines. Table No. 3 reveals that the 
literacy of Thane district is 51.46% in the year 
1991. The highest literacy is recorded in Thane 
Tahsil 82.22% followed by Kalyan 81.90% and 
the lowest literacy noticed in Talasari Tahsil 
23.72% in 1991. 

Table No. 3 

Talukawise Change in Literacy Percentage in Thane District  

 

Sr.No. 
Name of 
Taluka 

Year 1991       
(in %) 

Year 2011                       
(in %) 

Volume of Change      
(in %) 

1 Dahanu 38.60 60.19 21.59 

2 Talasari 23.72 57.20 33.48 

3 Jawhar  28.29 57.42 29.13 

4 Palghar  60.90 80.69 19.79 

5 Vikramgad - 63.78 - 

6 Mokhada  25.63 56.48 30.85 

7 Vada  54.26 73.02 18.76 

8 Kalyan  81.90 90.29 8.39 

9 Thane 82.22 89.76 7.54 

10 Ambernath  - 87.07  - 

11 Bhiwandi 61.26 79.31 18.05 

12 Ulhasnagar  75.87 87.49 11.62 

13 Murbad  55.84 76.17 20.33 

14 Vasai 77.09 87.56 10.47 

15 Shahapur 55.14 75.93 20.79 

Total districrt 51.46 84.53 33.07 

 

Source: District Census handbook, Thane. 

In the 2011 total literacy of Thane district was 
84.53%. The highest literacy was recorded in 
Kalyan, Thane, Vasai (90.29%, 89.76% and 

87.56%) respectively were as the lowest literacy 
was recorded in Jawhar and Talasari Tahsil 
57.42% and 57.20% respectively.  
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Map No. 3.1 
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Graph No. 3.2 

 

 

Sex Ratio:  

The male female sex ratio of the region is 886 
Table No. 4 indicates the male female sex ratio in 
the Thane district. The highest sex ratio is found 
in Talasari (1026), Jawhar (1022) in 2011 and 
the lowest sex ratio was noticed in Bhiwandi 
Tahsil (746), Thane (872) during the year 
2011.The highest rural sex ratio found in Jawhar 
(1027) and lowest sex ratio found in Kalyan 
(860).The highest urban sex ratio found in 
Jawhar (965) and lowest sex ratio found in 
Bhiwandi Tahsil (704) during the year 2011. 

 

Table No. 4 
Male Female Sex Ratio of Thane District (2011) 

 
Sr.No. Name of 

Sub-
district 

Sex ratio 

Total   Rural Urban 

1 Talasari 1026 1026 0 
2 Dahanu 1015 1025 962 
3 Vikramgad 1009 1012 945 
4 Jawhar 1022 1027 965 
5 Mokhada 1002 1002 0 
6 Vada 939 942 917 
7 Palghar 907 967 827 
8 Vasai 893 968 886 
9 Thane 872 898 872 

10 Bhiwandi 746 889 704 
11 Shahapur 957 967 924 
12 Kalyan 908 860 919 
13 Ulhasnagar 881 0 881 
14 Ambernath 914 900 918 
15 Murbad 961 971 875 

  
Total 
District 

886 958 865 

 Source: District Census handbook, Thane. 
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Graph No. 4.1 

 

Map No. 4.2 
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