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Authors consider that one of the ways of 
students' educational activity intensification, 
level increase of their motivation to the learning 
of foreign language, development of activity and 
creativity is competence-based approach when 
training in a foreign language. The theoretical 
analysis of psychological and pedagogical 
researches of competence-based approach is in 
detail submitted. It is established on the basis of 
the differences analysis in interpretation of 
competence structure that the existence of 
knowledge, support on them and connection of 
competence with their use are supposed in a 
basis. Authors give definitions of researchers of 
competence-based approach and the main ideas 
of competence-based approach are formulated 
and also the most effective methods and 
methods of training in a foreign language from 
positions of competence-based approach are 
defined. The importance of the competence-
based approach introduction in process of 
students' foreign-language training is noted. 
Competence-based approach, as well as other 
innovative approaches in training, demands 
stepped introduction, therefore today the 
support on the international experience, taking 
into account necessary adaptation to traditions 
and needs of our country is necessary for 
realization of competence-based approach. 
Competence-based approach imposes certain 
requirements to students and their reference 
level of foreign language. 

In modern society where knowledge and the 
level of intellectual development of the 
person become the main strategic resource 
and the most important development factor 
of economy, the social status of education is 
considerably raised, new requirements to its 
level and quality are imposed that is 
emphasized in the state documents. Rapid 
social and economic progress dictates high 
requirements to the level of teaching a foreign 
language in higher educational institutions as 
each new generation of students has to be lifted 
to higher level of proficiency in foreign 
languages. Change of a sociocultural context of a 
foreign language, new inquiries of students 
concerning level of proficiency in it cause need 
of high-quality change of students' vocational 
training. This circumstance caused need of using 
so-called «competence-based» approach to 
formation of the purposes and assessment of 
educational achievements. Competence-based 
approach in the course of students' foreign-
language training is one of ways of a student's 
educational activity intensification, increase in 
level of their motivation to a learning of foreign 
language and developing activity and creativity, 
ability of team work. 

The concept «competence» comes from the 
Latin word «compete» which means to 
approach, correspond, try to obtain. In a general 
sense it means compliance to the qualifying 
standards established to criteria and standards 
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in the corresponding spheres of activity and at 
the solution of a certain type of tasks, 
possession of necessary active knowledge, 
ability to surely achieve results and to own a 
situation. 
Competence-based approach in education is 
understood as a training method which is aimed 
at the development of abilities to solve a certain 
class professional problems according to 
requirements to personal professional qualities 
in the student: ability to look for, analyze, select 
and to process the received data, to transfer 
necessary information; possession of 
interaction skills with surrounding people, 
ability to work in group; knowledge of 
mechanisms of planning, the analysis, a critical 
reflection, self-assessment of own activity in 
unusual situations or in the conditions of 
uncertainty; possession of heuristic methods 
and methods of the problems solution. 
Competence-based approach imposes 
certain requirements to students and level of 
proficiency in them of a foreign language. 
The competence includes set of the 
interconnected qualities of the personality – 
knowledge, abilities, skills, modalities of action 
set in relation to a certain circle of objects and 
processes and necessary for high- quality 
productive activity in relation to them. The 
competence is, first of all, the general ability and 
readiness of the personality for activity based 
on knowledge and experience which are gained 
thanks to trainingand are focused on 
independent participation of the personality in 
educational and informative process and are 
directed to its successful integration into 
society. 
The competence cannot be defined through a 
certain sum of knowledge and abilities as the 
significant role in its manifestation belongs to 
circumstances. The competence at the same 
time closely connects mobilization of 
knowledge, abilities and the behavioral 
relations which is adjusted on conditions of 
concrete activity. The specifics of the 
pedagogical purposes on development of the 
general competences consist that they are 
formed not in the form of the teacher's actions, 
and in terms of the student's activity results, in 
terms of its advance and development effect in 
the course of certain social experience 
assimilation. What the teacher did, as a result he 
forms and develops at the student ability to 

independent management of own activity, to 
management by itself as its subject. It is 
absolutely clear that such self-government can 
take place only if at the student the 
corresponding regulatory basis of his activity is 
created, namely a conceptual basis – formation 
of knowledge and understanding of surrounding 
reality, an emotional and valuable basis – 
formation of the relations of the personality to 
the world around and other people, an 
operational basis – formation of ability to work 
with objects of surrounding reality. 
Competence-based approach, as well as 
other innovative approaches in training, 
demands stage-by- stage introduction. At the 
first stage of introduction in process of 
foreign-language training, it is possible to 
form, for example, such elementary all-
educational competences of students as: 
  extraction of the main contents read or 
heard; 
  accurate information of thoughts, 
creation of original statements on the asked 
question or a subject; 
  a research of various versions of the 
solution of tasks, the choice of the best, in view 
of various criteria; 
  cooperation with others when performing 
the general task; 
  planning of actions and time; 
  assessment of results of the activity, etc. 
It is obvious that the listed abilities of 
students have to be formed not as single, and 
in the complete system of the skills called by 
competences. 
In the work noted that the backbone role in 
target and substantial components of a modern 
educational system of many countries is played 
not by knowledge, but ability. Also it was noted 
by it that in the Western European and 
American pedagogics much attention is paid to 
the abilities which are going beyond concrete 
subject domains and these abilities were 
considered as «important abilities», «basic 
skills», «basic abilities». 
D.N. Kulibayeva considers that «competence» of 
the person is acmeological category and 
potential of intellectual and professional 
personal development characteristic of which 
are «competences» which have to be created in 
the course of education as system quality new 
growths. 
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Competence-based approach is one of the basic 
concepts of Bologna Process integration of 
which represents one of essential educational 
problems. The competence-based 
representation format of professional education 
results demands not only changes of training 
methods in foreign languages, but also global 
reconsideration of valuable installations and a 
methodological basis of all process and results 
of linguistic education. According to 
competence-based approach, knowledge 
acquired within a training course has to form a 
basis and a frame of ability to solve professional 
problems, to own not only knowledge of a 
linguistic and cultural studies, but also to work 
actively as the successful participant of cross-
cultural and professional communication. 
Competence-based approach in definition is 
more whole and the maintenance of the 
general education is not absolutely new and 
furthermore alien for the higher school. 
Orientation to assimilation of abilities, 
modalities of action, and, moreover, the 
generalized modalities of action was the leader 
in works of the Russian teachers as V.V. 
Davydov, I.Ya. Lerner, V.V. Krayevsky, M.N. 
Skatkin and their followers. In this course both 
separate educational technologies, and training 
materials were developed. However this 
orientation was not defining, it was practically 
not used at creation of standard training 
programs, standards and estimated procedures. 
Therefore today for realization of competence-
based approach the support on the international 
experience, taking into account necessary 
adaptation to traditions and needs of our 
country is necessary. 
Competence-based approach for the first time 
began to be developed in England. As T.M. 
Kovalyov marks out, it was approach which was 
ingenerated and comprehended not educations, 
and was the answer to the concrete order of the 
professional sphere. In other words, this 
approach focuses on such system of ensuring 
quality of students' training which would meet 
requirements of the modern world labour 
market. Thus, competence-based approach in 
education is an attempt to bring into accord, on 
the one hand, need of the personality to 
integrate itself into activity of society and, with 
another, requirement of society to use the 
potential of each personality for ensuring the 

economic, cultural and political self-
development. 
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